
Letter from Peter – CV week 2 

Hello dear friends - God’s peace be with you. 

Firstly, I want to thank all who fed back to us in response to last weeks service sheet etc. I was very moved 

by the number of people who were obviously not only thankful but had felt the whole process of meeting 

together, apart for worship really meaningful. Thanks to Andy Copsey for the technical stuff for developing 

what we have today, Caroline Watson for the inspired choice of songs last week,  to David and Elaine for 

this week’s choices, and to Alison for putting the package together. 

This Sunday’s service is based around our Celtic-style communion liturgy. There is the service sheet, which 

for those on the internet, contains video links to all the songs. Andy has done things slightly differently this 

week, in order to have a more smooth delivery (ie no youtube adverts). If you are going to watch these on 

computer or Ipad there should be no problem, but Andy tells me that some older phones may not be able 

to play the video. Can you let us know if that is the case for you, please. Also, in the body of the text, are 

two videos from me, the first my talk for this week and secondly the communion prayer – apologies for th 

quality, it is still a work in progress. I have not video’d the rest of the liturgy, nor the prayers of intercession 

– I thought that you could do those in your own way. In the future, we may try video-ing someone else 

doing the prayers, and even leading the other bits of liturgy. Please let me know what you think of how we 

are doing. There also a written version of the talk included here, just in case, and an audio version of the 

talk on our website. 

Communion. I would like to encourage you to have ready some bread to share and some wine or juice to 

drink as we share together/apart in our communion. I don’t know about the theology, so to speak, of 

consecrating over the internet, but we are in strange and unusual times, so if it is okay with you it is fine by 

me. May the Lord bless us richly as we remember together what He has done for us. 

Pastoral support and keeping in touch. I hope that you have the  support around you that you need. We 

have been thinking how best to support one another across the St. John’s family. I was greatly heartened, 

and not surprised, to hear that quite a number of internet-based support groups using such as Whatsapp, 

are springing up amongst the congregation. For instance, we had a fun time on Sunday evening using 

Zoom, a live video conferencing platform, to keep in touch with our CYFA group – charades over the 

internet…  lots of laughs. It is also good to hear that people are checking up on folk over the telephone, 

especially those not online. However, I am aware that there maybe some who are being missed out for 

whatever reason and I would like to make sure all bases are covered. 

So here are some ideas.  

 Firstly, as the Bishop reminded us in his pastoral letter, let’s not reinvent the wheel. I know there is 

already some good neighbourly support going , which is brilliant and please do contact the Ilkley 

Coronavirus support through https://bit.ly/ilkleycorona if you have a need. If you are not online then 

please ring me (607363) and I will contact them on your behalf, or get someone to help. 

Bearing all that in mind, it would therefore be good to have a list of people from church who could do a bit 

of shopping or go to the pharmacist, for instance, on behalf of someone in need. If you feel that you could 

help in that way, please contact me by email and I will set up a group to call upon if needed. 

Please remember that we have a facebook page  https://www.facebook.com/BenRhydding.  If you are not 

already on it, please join – thanks to Pam Mason for overseeing that. Can I also suggest, again if you are 

online, that you set up some face-to-face links with people if you are not already doing so. Facetime, 

facebook, and Skype are good. I also mentioned earlier Zoom. I am considering setting up a Zoom event in 

Eater Sunday. It is great because you can see and hear everyone – a friend of ours set upa singing meet up 

with 170 people the other day. More about that next week. 

https://bit.ly/ilkleycorona
https://www.facebook.com/BenRhydding


If you simply want a chat with the Vicar, please just phone me (607363). If I am not available leave a 

message and I will get back as soon as I can. I am particularly, but not exclusively, making time for phone 

calls between 11am to 12 noon and 3-4pm. 

Prayer needs. If you have any worries or concerns that you would like people to pray for, Jan, Dawn, Sylvia 

and I are committing ourselves to pray regularly.  All will be kept confidential between the 4 of us. Please 

ring me or email any items for prayer. Separate from that, I will be specifically praying for the parish and  

world event at 9am and 5pm every day. If you would like to join me let me know and I will get a prayer 

sheet to you… we could even meet on Zoom. 

That is all for now. However, if you have some good news to share do get in touch and I could include it in 

next weeks letter. 

May God blessing be amongst us 

Lots of love to you all 

Peter 


