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St. John's Parish Church, Ben Rhydding 

HOLY COMMUNION 

 17TH  MAY 2020 

(SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER) 
 

 
On-Line Version *  Links are included for the sermon and songs below 

 
Feel free to use this in your own way. 

However, if you would like to make a point of going through this material  
on Sunday at 10 am, then that would add to our sense of community and joint worship.  

 

This morning we hope to do the whole service on Zoom@10 so please stay 

with us if you’d like to. Click the following link to join us from 9:45 onwards: 
Sunday AM Zoom Meeting 

 
 

Grace, mercy and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ be 
with you. 

     And also with you 
  

OPENING PRAYER 

Loving Lord, fill us with your life-giving, joy-giving, peace-giving 
presence, 
That we may praise you now with our lips and all the day long with 
our lives 
Through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

1.  Praise to the Lord  
Praise to the Lord, the almighty, the King of creation! 
O my soul, praise Him, for He is thy health and salvation! 
All ye who hear, 
Now to his temple, draw near, 
Join me in glad adoration. 
 
Praise to the Lord,  
Who o’or all things so wondrously reigneth 
Shelters thee under his wings 
Yes so gently sustaineth 
Has thou not seen 
How all thy longings have been 
Granted in what He ordaineth 
 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87600179645?pwd=bG13STkzYzBTZnpBQk9wbHRNd0xndz09
https://stjohnschurch809.sharepoint.com/:v:/g/publicinfo/EcDGF7c3utRLmQMubimsyEkBx8uO1JeWqAQLh98GvZRO3A?e=tBdROC
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Praise to the Lord,  
Who doth prosper thy work and defend thee; 
Surely His goodness and mercy here daily attend thee: 
Ponder anew 
What the Almighty can do, 
If with His love He befriend thee. 
 
Praise to the Lord! O let all that is in me adore Him! 
All that hath life and breath,  
come now with praises before Him! 
Let the Amen 
Sound from His people again: 
Gladly for aye we adore Him.  

Altered words May 2020 Joachim Neander Tr. Catherine Winkworth 
 

CONFESSION  
  

Brothers and sisters, our God is a forgiving and merciful Father. 
Let us bring our lives before him so we can receive his love. 
  
We have not always worshipped God, our creator. Lord, have mercy. 
    Lord, have mercy. 

  
We have not always followed Christ, our Saviour. Christ, have mercy. 
    Christ, have mercy. 

  
We have not always trusted in the Spirit, our guide. Lord, have mercy. 
    Lord, have mercy. 

  
May almighty God, who sent his Son into the world to save sinners, 
bring you his pardon and peace, now and for ever. Amen. 
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COLLECT 

Risen Christ, 

by the lakeside you renewed your call to your disciples: 

help your Church to obey your command 

and draw the nations to the fire of your love, 

to the glory of God the Father. Amen.   

 FAITH SHARING      
 

First reading from Acts   Acts 17.22-31   

Then Paul stood in front of the Areopagus and said, ‘Athenians, I see 

how extremely religious you are in every way. For as I went through 

the city and looked carefully at the objects of your worship, I found 

among them an altar with the inscription, “To an unknown god.” 

What therefore you worship as unknown, this I proclaim to you. The 

God who made the world and everything in it, he who is Lord of 

heaven and earth, does not live in shrines made by human 

hands, nor is he served by human hands, as though he needed 

anything, since he himself gives to all mortals life and breath and all 

things. From one ancestor he made all nations to inhabit the whole 

earth, and he allotted the times of their existence and the 

boundaries of the places where they would live, so that they would 

search for God and perhaps grope for him and find him—though 

indeed he is not far from each one of us. For “In him we live and 

move and have our being”; as even some of your own poets have 

said, 

“For we too are his offspring.” 

Since we are God’s offspring, we ought not to think that the deity is 

like gold, or silver, or stone, an image formed by the art and 

imagination of mortals. While God has overlooked the times of 

human ignorance, now he commands all people everywhere to 

repent, because he has fixed a day on which he will have the world 

judged in righteousness by a man whom he has appointed, and of 

this he has given assurance to all by raising him from the dead.’ 
 
This is the Word of the Lord 
  Thanks be to God. 
 

https://stjohnschurch809.sharepoint.com/:v:/g/publicinfo/EQwp6VEQmVxPh5XKYmKzABQBhcE9iO7cJC6RsfaWq8vggw?e=BYuds5
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2. Here I am Lord 

I,  the Lord of sea and sky, 
I have heard My people cry; 
All who dwell in dark and sin 
My hand will save. 
I, who made the stars of night, 
I will make their darkness bright. 
Who will bear my to them. 
Whom shall I send? 

Here I am, Lord. 
Is it I, Lord? 
I have heard You calling in the night. 
I will go, Lord, 
If You lead me; 
I will hold Your people in my heart. 

I, the Lord of wind and flame, 
I will tend the poor and lame, 
I will set a feast for them – 
My hand will save. 
Finest bread I will provide 
Till their hearts be satisfied; 
I will give My life to them. 
Whom shall I send?  

Altered words May 2020. Daniel L. Schutte  
 

Gospel Reading  -  John 14.15-21 

 
Praise to you, O Christ, King of eternal glory. 
The Lord is a great God, O that today you would listen to his voice.   Harden 
not your hearts.       
             Alleluia. 
 
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.     
             Glory to you, O Lord. 

‘If you love me, you will keep my commandments. And I will ask the 

Father, and he will give you another Advocate, to be with you for 

ever. This is the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, 

https://stjohnschurch809.sharepoint.com/:v:/g/publicinfo/EZXOMqrESUFHkCuz-nQsYG4BIcwjXL0wZOD8gqcCVaEb2g?e=i2evjY
https://stjohnschurch809.sharepoint.com/:v:/g/publicinfo/EQ2HSgONUo9MikW_ZoWEOm4BkPNlci6zXkeajtM-uTIojg?e=pHk7Sr
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because it neither sees him nor knows him. You know him, because 

he abides with you, and he will be in you. 

‘I will not leave you orphaned; I am coming to you. In a little while 

the world will no longer see me, but you will see me; because I live, 

you also will live. On that day you will know that I am in my Father, 

and you in me, and I in you. They who have my commandments and 

keep them are those who love me; and those who love me will be 

loved by my Father, and I will love them and reveal myself to them.’ 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
     Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Talk by Michael Faulkner 
 
OUR FAITH 
  
By his grace God calls us to be his children, brothers and sisters with 
Christ. Let us affirm our place in his family by declaring our belief in him.   
We believe in God the Father, 
from whom every family in heaven and on earth is named. 
We believe in God the Son, 
who lives in our hearts through faith, and fills us with his love. 
We believe in God the Holy Spirit, 
who strengthens us with power from on high.  
We believe in one God; Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen. 
  
  
PRAYERS 

So, with faith in our hearts let us pray to our God…   
 

Prayers 

 
 
THE PEACE  

By his grace, may the peace and love of God unite us. 
The peace of the Lord be always with you.  

 And also with you  
Let us greet one another with the sign of peace.  

https://stjohnschurch809.sharepoint.com/:v:/g/publicinfo/EYMsnVakX1JBu-RsSBXrjIIB85kNLwC2lcKT6TZ7zxACvQ?e=4dcChK
https://stjohnschurch809.sharepoint.com/:v:/g/publicinfo/Efj-1fRLR0FBp2M0zwc9qRsBf1xRjgsvvxDv_jIADAKcEw?e=AUbeF1
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3.  Abide with me 

 

Abide with me, fast falls the eventide; 
The darkness deepens, Lord, with me abide; 
When other helpers fail and comforts flee, 
Help of the helpless, O abide with me. 
 
Swift to its close ebbs out life’s little day; 
Earth’s joys grow dim, its glories pass away; 
Change and decay in all around I see; 
O Thou who changest not, abide with me. 
 
I fear no foe, with Thee at hand to bless; 
Ills have no weight, and tears no bitterness. 
Where is death’s sting? Where, grave, thy victory?  
I triumph still, if Thou abide with me. 
 
Hold thou Thy cross before my closing eyes; 
Shine through the gloom, and point me to the skies, 
Heaven’s morning breaks, and earth’s vain shadows flee; 
In life, in death, O Lord, abide with me. 

 

  W. H. Monk. 

 
 

 
 OUR OFFERING 

  
Holy God, through your goodness we have this bread and this wine to offer, 
which earth has given and human hands have made.  

 May they become for us our spiritual food and drink.  

 

THE COMMUNION      Communion 

 

 The Lord be with you,  

 and also with you.  
Lift up your hearts,  

 we lift them up to the Lord.  

https://stjohnschurch809.sharepoint.com/:v:/g/publicinfo/EYBLnZMCSSBDm2v8qZi4HecBMbAC_coPfInidqtfnt2Zow?e=8yzZke
https://stjohnschurch809.sharepoint.com/:v:/g/publicinfo/EabVU1HGf_FEtL2--EOE0JsB1_8WaasXMvAb60juPaY6WQ?e=3T3qjj
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Let us give thanks to God,  
 it is right to give both thanks and praise.  

  
It is right to praise you, Almighty God,   
for as we remember your love,  
as seen in the life, death and resurrection of Jesus,  
you come close to us and we come close to you.  
Therefore, with the whole realm of nature,  
the angels of heaven, and all who are in your glory  
we join in the song of your unending greatness.  
  

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,  

heaven and earth are full of your glory,  

hosanna in the highest.  
  
Blessed is the risen Lord Jesus,  
who walks with us the road of suffering and peace, sadness and joy,  
and who is known to us in the breaking of bread.  
For, on the night of his arrest, Jesus took bread and having blessed it  
he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying,  
This is my body, given to you.  
In the same way he took wine and having given thanks for it  
he poured it out and gave the cup to his disciples, saying,  
This cup is the new relationship with God, sealed with my blood.  
Take this and share it.  
I shall drink wine with you next in the coming Kingdom of God. 
  
Hear us, O Christ, and breathe your spirit upon this bread and wine.  
May they become for us your body, vibrant with your life,  
healing, renewing and making us whole.  

In the same way, as we eat and drink these gifts,  

breathe your Spirit upon us,  

so that we may become more like Jesus, your body here on earth. 
Amen. 

  
Let us pray for the coming of God’s Kingdom in the words Jesus taught us 

Our Father in Heaven 

Hallowed be your name.  

Your Kingdom come, 

Your will be done on earth as in heaven. 
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Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins  

as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation  

but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power and the glory  

are yours now and for ever.    Amen. 
  

This table of bread and wine is now made ready. 
It is the table of company with Jesus, and all who love him. 
It is the table where we remember Jesus’ life, death and resurrection. 
It is the table where we receive his grace.  
So come to this table, for it is Christ who invites us to meet him here.  

  
The bread and wine are shared 

 
 
4.  During Communion    
 

Communion Medley   Comprising How deep the Fathers love; My Jesus my 
Saviour; Turn Your eyes upon Jesus  

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Everlasting Father,  

you have shared yourself with us  

through our meeting together,  

through the worship we have offered, 

through the word we have heard  

and through the bread and wine we have shared. 

By your grace, may we go in the name of Jesus, 

and the power of the Spirit,  

to share all we have received  

with the world around us. Amen. 

  

5.  Lord I come before your throne of grace 

 
Lord, I come before Your throne of grace; 
I find rest in Your presence 
And fulness of joy. 

https://stjohnschurch809.sharepoint.com/:v:/g/publicinfo/EYCvttPO4AJOi6iHM-pOC5YBn8KVGaW1bJtSuu8W6cQxfw?e=MiMFlt
https://stjohnschurch809.sharepoint.com/:v:/g/publicinfo/EZZjCYLjSyRMik229AowcEMBNyhog_hT2u_Hcxj6dj9tBg?e=n858Jj
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In worship and wonder 
I behold Your face, 
Singing what a faithful God have I. 
 

What a faithful God have I, 
What a faithful God. 
What a faithful God have I, 
Faithful in every way. 

 
Lord of mercy, You have heard my cry; 
Through the storm You’re the beacon, 
My song in the night. 
In the shelter of Your wings, 
Hear my heart’s reply, 
Singing what a faithful God have I. 

Lord all sovereign, granting peace from heaven, 
Let me comfort those who suffer 
With the comfort You have given. 
I will tell of Your great love for as long as I live, 
Singing what a faithful God have I.  

Robert & Dawn Critchley 

 

BLESSING 
  
May God guide you on your way, and the blessing of the Father be upon you.  

   The blessing of the Father of life.  
The blessing of Christ be upon you,  
    The blessing of the Christ of love.  
The blessing of the Spirit be upon you,  
    The blessing of the Spirit of grace. 
The blessing of the Trinity be upon you always. Amen.  
  
 
DISMISSAL 
Let us go into the world rejoicing.  
     It is Christ who goes before us. Alleluia. Amen.  
 

     *  *  * 
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Post Service Song: 
  The UK Blessing — Churches sing 'The Blessing' over the UK 

 
The Lord bless you And keep you  
Make His face shine upon you  
And be gracious to you  
The Lord turn His Face toward you  
And give you peace  (repeat) 
        Chorus —  Amen, amen, amen   
As we receive, we agree, amen  
        Chorus —  Amen, amen, amen   
May His favor be upon you  
And a thousand generations 
And your family and your children  
And their children, and their children (repeat)  
       Chorus —  Amen, amen, amen   
May His presence go before you  
And behind you, and beside you  
All around you, and within you  
He is with you, He is with you  
        Chorus —  Amen, amen, amen   

 
Original Song “The Blessing” by Cody Carnes, Kari Jobe and Elevation Worship. 

Written by Chris Brown, Cody Carnes, Kari Jobe and Steven Furtick  
 
 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PUtll3mNj5U

