
CV week 28  27th September  Pastoral letter 

 

Dear friends 

This week I attended an online seminar entitled “becoming a 

discoverable church online”. Being somewhat cautious, possibly 

phobic, with regard to social media, I thought I had better sort 

myself out and get some advice on how we could promote the 

church, and more importantly the Gospel, via the ethernet. It was 

very helpful, although there is a danger of these things that one 

feel very inadequate and not up to the job. 

We are of course active on line. We have our website, which is in 

process of being renewed, we are on facebook, there are a few 

whats’app groups going on, and of course we have our interactive 

service sheets and our zoom services and children’s groups.  I want 

to thank all those who have had a hand in getting us connected and 

visible online. However, I was struck by the extent to which some 

church connect through social media with their congregation and 

their community. 

The same evening, I attended a Bradford Episcopal Area Forum 

(BEAF) which was on the topic of mission opportunities whilst 

under the Covid restrictions.  Not surprisingly in these days when 

we can’t meet up with others physically– and this was the day after 

the new restrictions were announced - I became aware that there 

was a connection between the content of the morning session and 

what we were talking about in the evening. Quite a lot of churches 

are running alpha or similar groups online with one church talking 

about the prayer course whilst few others about coffee meet ups 

and Bible studies. We also talked about how we might do Christmas 

online. 

Anyway what I learned on Wednesday is that you can use your 

social media to make connections and then invite people to come 

online for a course or a chat or whatever. Oh, how slow on the 

uptake sometimes I am. Actually, to be fair,  I did know that but as I 

mentioned before I am not a fan of social media and have thus far 



steered clear. This is not a good thing to do when other  more 

natural forms of communication are not available.  

These have given me a lot to think about and you will notice that 

I’m touching on related issues  in this week’s sermon because it’s 

something we should all be thinking about. The mission of the 

church is our mission and I’m sure that within our church we have 

the skills and the imagination as well as the God-given inspiration 

to help us find a new way to be missional and communicate God’s 

love.  

In fact, even before Covid hit, John Tinkler has been looking 

critically at our communication (I think the penny is dropping, John) 

and getting ideas and people together to help us improve how we 

communicate both internally and externally. I’m sure you’ve 

noticed the format of our new ‘news sheet’ which is one result of 

that process.  

What struck me from Wednesday, is that this is even more 

important now. If what I hear is correct, there are many people out 

there trying to find answers to the problems that are besetting 

them and I believe that many of those answers find their 

beginnings if not their ends in the relationship with God that Christ 

offers to us. The challenge will be to find the right media  to help 

them find that relationship for themselves. 

If you think you can help  with online social media communication 

or with ideas about how to reach out to people, or how to 

celebrate Christmas, then please get in touch – preferably by phone 

or email, please.  

Talking of helping out, you will see in the news sheet that Karen, 

our PCC secretary, has provided a list entitled “opportunities to 

serve”. Please look through this prayerfully. To speak candidly, I am 

finding the shift in the way I am having to work harder than I would 

have imagined and it would be so helpful to know that most or all 

of the roles that are becoming vacant could be filled. Many hands 

make for light work, as they say. That being said, it is an interesting 

and quite exciting time to be involved in the management of the 



church as we look to our future ministry and mission as a growing 

Christian family. 

Finally, at PCC on Monday, inspired by Hilary’s idea of the Harvest 

Supper at home,  we were thinking about how best to get some of 

our social life back as a church in these socially distanced times. We 

wondered whether there were any folk out there who would be 

interested in forming a social committee to put ideas together and 

role them out. Again, if that is you or your just have some good 

ideas please get in touch. 

One idea I had a while ago was to simply offer a zoom space for 

people to chat which i called “discussions on the road” inspired by 

the Emmaus story from John’s Gospel. I will be running another 

open evening on Thursday 15th October from 7.30pm. I will put the 

zoom link on the news sheet. And just a reminder that you don’t 

need to be online to get on Zoom, you can access it by phone, we 

just don’t get to see each other. 

A prayer for social media (or other) communication by a lovely 

Jewish lady, Sarah Rudolf: 

Dear God, let me say the right things, with the right motivation in 

my heart, 

And let it make a difference, 

In accordance with Your will. 

Blessings 

Peter 


