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St. John's Parish Church, Ben Rhydding 

CAROLS & READINGS  
FOR CHRISTMAS SERVICE 

 13TH DECEMBER 2020 
(THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT) 

 

 On-Line Version 

*  Links are included for the sermon and songs below 
 

Feel free to use this in your own way. 
However, if you would like to make a point of going through this material  

on Sunday at 10 am, then that would add to our sense of community and joint worship.  
 

This morning we hope to do the whole service on Zoom@10 so please stay with us if 

you’d like to. Click the following link to join us from 9:45 onwards: 
Sunday AM Zoom Meeting  

_________________________ 
 

INTRODUCTION & PRAYERS  
 

O Wisdom, coming forth from the mouth of the Most High, 
reaching from one end to the other mightily, 
and sweetly ordering all things: 

Come and teach us the way of prudence. 

 

O Adonai, and leader of the House of Israel, 
who appeared to Moses in the fire of the burning bush 
and gave him the law on Sinai: 

Come and redeem us with an outstretched arm. 

 

O Root of Jesse, standing as a sign among the peoples; 
before you kings will shut their mouths, 
to you the nations will make their prayer: 

Come and deliver us, and delay no longer. 

 

O Key of David and sceptre of the House of Israel; 
you open and no one can shut; 
you shut and no one can open: 

Come and lead the prisoners from the prison house, 
those who dwell in darkness and the shadow of death. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87600179645?pwd=bG13STkzYzBTZnpBQk9wbHRNd0xndz09
https://stjohnschurch809.sharepoint.com/:v:/g/publicinfo/EcTsikuFwzJEk-4ZIzA2eS8Bgnxobp3X19oN1p7qZLoZuQ?e=ukVCp8
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O Morning Star, 
splendour of light eternal and sun of righteousness: 

Come and enlighten those who dwell in darkness 
and the shadow of death. 

 

O King of the nations, and their desire, 
the cornerstone making both one: 

Come and save the human race, 
which you fashioned from clay. 

 

O Emmanuel, our King and our lawgiver, 
the hope of the nations and their Saviour: 

Come and save us, O Lord our God. 

 

Carol 1:    Away in a Manger  
Away in a manger, no crib for a bed, 
The little Lord Jesus laid down His sweet head; 
The stars in the bright sky looked down where He lay; 
The little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay. 
 
The cattle are lowing, the Baby awakes, 
But little Lord Jesus, no crying He makes: 
I love you, Lord Jesus! Look down from the sky 
And stay by my side until morning is nigh. 
 
Be near me, Lord Jesus: I ask you to stay 
Close by me forever and love me, I pray; 
Bless all the dear children in your tender care, 
And fit us for heaven to live with you there.  

 

THE FIRST READING:  

Genesis 3:1-19. Adam and Eve rebel against God 

Now the serpent was more crafty than any other wild animal that the Lord God 
had made. He said to the woman, ‘Did God say, “You shall not eat from any 
tree in the garden”?’ The woman said to the serpent, ‘We may eat of the fruit 
of the trees in the garden; but God said, “You shall not eat of the fruit of the 
tree that is in the middle of the garden, nor shall you touch it, or you shall 

https://stjohnschurch809.sharepoint.com/:v:/g/publicinfo/EfSx9aNT3VJPhqA1iCvzH94Bnr7lVAZOJrOfikfOJbVtAQ?e=ZopYXF
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die.” ’ But the serpent said to the woman, ‘You will not die; for God knows 
that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like 
God, knowing good and evil.’ So when the woman saw that the tree was 
good for food, and that it was a delight to the eyes, and that the tree was to 
be desired to make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate; and she also gave 
some to her husband, who was with her, and he ate. Then the eyes of both 
were opened, and they knew that they were naked; and they sewed fig 
leaves together and made loincloths for themselves. 

They heard the sound of the Lord God walking in the garden at the time of the 
evening breeze, and the man and his wife hid themselves from the presence 
of the Lord God among the trees of the garden. But the Lord God called to 
the man, and said to him, ‘Where are you?’ He said, ‘I heard the sound of 
you in the garden, and I was afraid, because I was naked; and I hid 
myself.’ He said, ‘Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten from 
the tree of which I commanded you not to eat?’ The man said, ‘The woman 
whom you gave to be with me, she gave me fruit from the tree, and I 
ate.’ Then the Lord God said to the woman, ‘What is this that you have 
done?’ The woman said, ‘The serpent tricked me, and I ate.’ The Lord God 
said to the serpent, 
‘Because you have done this, 
   cursed are you among all animals 
   and among all wild creatures; 
upon your belly you shall go, 
   and dust you shall eat 
   all the days of your life. 
I will put enmity between you and the woman, 
   and between your offspring and hers; 
he will strike your head, 
   and you will strike his heel.’ 
To the woman he said, 
‘I will greatly increase your pangs in childbearing; 
   in pain you shall bring forth children, 
yet your desire shall be for your husband, 
   and he shall rule over you.’ 
And to the man he said, 
‘Because you have listened to the voice of your wife, 
   and have eaten of the tree 
about which I commanded you, 
   “You shall not eat of it”, 
cursed is the ground because of you; 
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   in toil you shall eat of it all the days of your life; 
thorns and thistles it shall bring forth for you; 
   and you shall eat the plants of the field. 
By the sweat of your face 
   you shall eat bread 
until you return to the ground, 
   for out of it you were taken; 
you are dust, 
   and to dust you shall return.’ 

 

REFLECTION ON JOHN THE BAPTIST  

 

We light the advent Candle 

COLLECT PRAYER 

Lord Jesus, light of the world, 
John told the people to prepare, 
for you were very near. 
As Christmas grows closer day by day, 
help us to be ready to welcome you now. 

Amen. 

 

Carol 2:  O come and join the dance  
 
O come and join the dance 
That all began so long ago  
When Christ the Lord was born in Bethlehem  
Through all the years of darkness  
Still the dance goes on and on  
O, take my hand and come and join the song 
 
Rejoice!  
Rejoice!  
O lift your voice and sing 
And open up your heart to welcome Him  
Rejoice!  
Rejoice!  

https://stjohnschurch809.sharepoint.com/:v:/g/publicinfo/EU3DDwN1G_NHrorIqRBAkP0Bb-L-PBPSsVzLzfIT2Acldw?e=RFWw3G
https://stjohnschurch809.sharepoint.com/:v:/g/publicinfo/EfRj5I1NQ8NBpgn9c2QuvYEBB7TNT2uEWHi0EofBZQJpqw?e=wUha4u
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And welcome now your King 
For Christ the Lord was born in Bethlehem 

Chorus… 

Come shed your heavy load  
And dance your worries all away  
For Christ the Lord was born in Bethlehem 
He came to break the power of sin  
And turn your night to day  
O, take my hand and come and join the song  
  

Chorus.. 

Let laughter ring and angels sing  
And joy be all around  
For Christ the Lord was born in Bethlehem  
And if you seek with all your heart  
He surely can be found  
O, take my hand and come and join the song  

Graham Kendrick   Copyright © 1988 Make Way Music, 

 

THE SECOND READING:  

Isaiah 9:2-7. Christ’s birth and role of peace and justice are foretold by 
Isaiah 

The people who walked in darkness 
   have seen a great light; 
those who lived in a land of deep darkness— 
   on them light has shined. 
You have multiplied the nation, 
   you have increased its joy; 
they rejoice before you 
   as with joy at the harvest, 
   as people exult when dividing plunder. 
For the yoke of their burden, 
   and the bar across their shoulders, 
   the rod of their oppressor, 
   you have broken as on the day of Midian. 
For all the boots of the tramping warriors 
   and all the garments rolled in blood 
   shall be burned as fuel for the fire. 
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For a child has been born for us, 
   a son given to us; 
authority rests upon his shoulders; 
   and he is named 
Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God, 
   Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
His authority shall grow continually, 
   and there shall be endless peace 
for the throne of David and his kingdom. 
   He will establish and uphold it 
with justice and with righteousness 
   from this time onwards and for evermore. 
The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this. 

 

Carol 3:  O Holy Night  
O holy night, 
The stars are brightly shining, 
It is the night of the dear Saviour's birth; 
Long lay the world in sin and error pining, 
‘Til he appeared and the soul felt its worth. 
A thrill of hope, the weary soul rejoices, 
For yonder breaks a new and glorious morn; 
 
Fall on your knees,  
Oh, hear the Angel voices! 
O night divine! 
O night when Christ was born. 
O night, O holy night, O night divine 
 
Led by the light of Faith serenely beaming; 
With glowing hearts by his cradle we stand: 
So, led by light of a star sweetly gleaming, 
Here come the wise men from Orient land, 
The King of Kings lay thus in lowly manger, 
In all our trials born to be our friend; 
 
He knows our need,  
To our weakness no stranger! 

https://stjohnschurch809.sharepoint.com/:v:/g/publicinfo/ETxNSHNjdPJMpNKCryNCiXsB0Me4hMSBVlEHXRp0EUtDYQ?e=4xiHFy
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Behold your King! Before Him lowly bend! 
Behold your King! your King! before him bend! 
 
 
Truly He taught us to love one another; 
His law is Love and His gospel is Peace; 
Chains shall he break,  
for the slave is our brother, 
And in his name all oppression shall cease, 
Sweet hymns of joy in grateful Chorus raise we; 
Let all within us praise his Holy name! 
 
Christ is the Lord, O praise his name forever! 
His pow'r and glory, evermore proclaim! 
His pow'r and glory, evermore proclaim. 

 

THE THIRD READING:  

Isaiah 11:1-9. The peace that Christ will bring is foreshown 

A shoot shall come out from the stock of Jesse, 
   and a branch shall grow out of his roots. 
The spirit of the Lord shall rest on him, 
   the spirit of wisdom and understanding, 
   the spirit of counsel and might, 
   the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord. 
His delight shall be in the fear of the Lord. 

 
He shall not judge by what his eyes see, 
   or decide by what his ears hear; 
but with righteousness he shall judge the poor, 
   and decide with equity for the meek of the earth; 
he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, 
   and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked. 
Righteousness shall be the belt around his waist, 
   and faithfulness the belt around his loins. 

 
The wolf shall live with the lamb, 
   the leopard shall lie down with the kid, 
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the calf and the lion and the fatling together, 
   and a little child shall lead them. 
The cow and the bear shall graze, 
   their young shall lie down together; 
   and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. 
The nursing child shall play over the hole of the asp, 
   and the weaned child shall put its hand on the adder’s den. 
They will not hurt or destroy 
   on all my holy mountain; 
for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the Lord 
   as the waters cover the sea. 

 

Carol 4: The Angel Gabriel  
 
The angel Gabriel from heaven came, 
His wings as drifted snow, his eyes as flame, 
All hail, said he, thou lowly maiden Mary! 
Most highly favoured Lady, Gloria! 
 
For known a blessed mother thou shalt be, 
All generations laud and honour thee, 
Thy son shall be Emmanuel by seers foretold, 
Most highly favoured Lady, Gloria! 
 
Then gentle Mary meekly bowed her head, 
“To me be as it pleaseth God,” she said, 
“my soul shall laud and magnify his holy Name.” 
Most highly favoured Lady, Gloria! 
 
Of her, Emmanuel, the Christ, was born 
in Bethlehem, all on a Christmas morn, 
and Christian folk throughout the world will ever say, 
Most highly favoured Lady, Gloria! 

 

THE FOURTH READING:  

Micah 5:2-4. The prophet Micah foretells the glory of little Bethlehem 

https://stjohnschurch809.sharepoint.com/:v:/g/publicinfo/EUIb0479v9lDl-cgCbO7auQBxJLl4yqWQkcefFoBp0GXAA?e=ukpyFX
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But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah, 
   who are one of the little clans of Judah, 
from you shall come forth for me 
   one who is to rule in Israel, 
whose origin is from of old, 
   from ancient days. 
Therefore he shall give them up until the time 
   when she who is in labour has brought forth; 
then the rest of his kindred shall return 
   to the people of Israel. 
And he shall stand and feed his flock in the strength of the Lord, 
   in the majesty of the name of the Lord his God. 
And they shall live secure, for now he shall be great 
   to the ends of the earth; 

 

Carol 5:   Once, in Royal David's city  
 

Once, in royal David’s city, 
Stood a lowly cattle shed,  
Where a mother laid her baby 
In a manger for His bed.  
Mary was that mother mild,  
Jesus Christ, her little child. 

 
He came down to earth from heaven,  
Who is God and Lord of all,  
And His shelter was a stable,  
And His cradle was a stall:  
With the poor and meek and lowly  
Lived on earth our Saviour holy. 

 
And through all His wondrous childhood  
He would honour and obey,  
Love and watch the lowly maiden  
In whose gentle arms He lay.  
Christian children all must be  
Mild, obedient, good as He. 
 
For He is our childhood’s pattern:  

https://stjohnschurch809.sharepoint.com/:v:/g/publicinfo/EamTHL4gHktLlvPax2nTAhgBkFu6Za4BXL3ba8S6nvXMnA?e=WwhVFT
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Day by day like us He grew;  
He was little, weak and helpless;  
Tears and smiles like us He knew:  
And He feeleth for our sadness,  
And He shareth in our gladness. 
 
And our eyes at last shall see Him  
Through His own redeeming love;  
For that child, so dear and gentle,  
Is our Lord in heaven above;  
And He leads His children on  
To the place where He is gone. 
 
Not in that poor lowly stable,  
With the oxen standing by,  
We shall see Him, but in heaven,  
Set at God’s right hand on high;  
Where like stars His children crowned,  
All in white shall wait around.  

  

THE FIFTH READING: 

Luke 2:1-7. Saint Luke tells of the birth of Jesus 

In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world 
should be registered. This was the first registration and was taken while 
Quirinius was governor of Syria. All went to their own towns to be 
registered. Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, 
to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the 
house and family of David. He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he 
was engaged and who was expecting a child. While they were there, the 
time came for her to deliver her child. And she gave birth to her firstborn son 
and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there 
was no place for them in the inn. 

Carol 6:   Hark! the herald angels sing  
 

Hark! the herald angels sing, 
“Glory to the new born King, 
peace on earth, and mercy mild, 
God and sinners reconciled!” 

https://stjohnschurch809.sharepoint.com/:v:/g/publicinfo/ETbKoBTBDLdDhrMOVUCJgpIBcN0ysquctxGjrw0qI1-KQw?e=OqgXaI
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Joyful, all ye nations rise, 
join the triumph of the skies; 
with th’ angelic host proclaim, 
“Christ is born in Bethlehem!” 
Hark! the herald angels sing, 
“Glory to the new born King!” 
 
Christ, by highest heaven adored; 
Christ, the everlasting Lord; 
late in time behold him come, 
offspring of a virgin’s womb. 
Veiled in flesh the Godhead see; 
hail th’ incarnate Deity, 
pleased as man with man to dwell, 
Jesus, our Emmanuel. 
Hark! the herald angels sing, 
“Glory to the new born King!” 
 
Hail the heaven-born Prince of Peace! 
Hail the Sun of Righteousness! 
Light and life to all he brings, 
risen with healing in his wings. 
Mild he lays his glory by, 
born that man no more may die, 
born to raise the sons of earth, 
born to give us second birth. 
Hark! the herald angels sing, 
“Glory to the new born King!” 

 

THE SIXTH READING:  

Luke 2:8-20. The shepherds go to Bethlehem 

In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over 
their flock by night. Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the 
glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. But the angel 
said to them, ‘Do not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you good news of 
great joy for all the people: to you is born this day in the city of David a 
Saviour, who is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign for you: you will 
find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.’ And suddenly 
there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and 
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saying, 
‘Glory to God in the highest heaven, 
   and on earth peace among those whom he favours!’ 

When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to 
one another, ‘Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken 
place, which the Lord has made known to us.’ So they went with haste and 
found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. When they saw 
this, they made known what had been told them about this child; and all who 
heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them. But Mary treasured 
all these words and pondered them in her heart. The shepherds returned, 
glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been 
told them. 

 

Carol 7:   Silent night, holy night!  
 
Silent night, holy night!  
Sleeps the world; hid from sight,  
Mary and Joseph in stable bare  
Watch o’er the Child beloved and  
fair,  
Sleeping in heavenly rest,  
Sleeping in heavenly rest. 
 
Silent night, holy night!  
Shepherds first saw the light,  
Heard resounding clear and long,  
Far and near, the angel-song:  
‘Christ the Redeemer is here,  
Christ the Redeemer is here.’ 
 
Silent night, holy night!  
Son of God, O how bright  
Love is smiling from Thy face!  
Strikes for us now the hour of  
grace,  
Saviour, since Thou art born,  
Saviour, since Thou art born.  

 

https://stjohnschurch809.sharepoint.com/:v:/g/publicinfo/EavvCjEuWzdPl_ntd2luJ-EBXVdpLdgE99u_b1r5BemGbw?e=Gyk2kX
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THE SEVENTH READING:  

John 1:1-14. The Word became flesh 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word 
was God. He was in the beginning with God. All things came into being 
through him, and without him not one thing came into being. What has come 
into being in him was life, and the life was the light of all people. The light 
shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it. 

There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a 
witness to testify to the light, so that all might believe through him. He 
himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the light. The true light, 
which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. 

He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world 
did not know him. He came to what was his own, and his own people did not 
accept him. But to all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave 
power to become children of God, who were born, not of blood or of the will 
of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God. 

And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, 
the glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth. 

 

INTERCESSIONS  
 

Carol 8  Joy to the world  
 
Joy to the world! the Lord has come; 
Let earth receive her King. 
Let every heart prepare Him room, 
And heaven and nature sing, 
And heaven and nature sing, 
And heaven, and heaven and nature sing! 

 

Joy to the earth! the Saviour reigns; 
Your sweetest songs employ. 
While fields and streams and hills and plains 
Repeat the sounding joy, 
Repeat the sounding joy, 
Repeat, repeat the sounding joy! 

https://stjohnschurch809.sharepoint.com/:v:/g/publicinfo/ESLZAEs6sLtIvxz-M-MXNuABpd8pv2tKEXMPJSLMCDkV-g?e=JH7ynP
https://stjohnschurch809.sharepoint.com/:v:/g/publicinfo/EVj6h3vfiExCn1CUfVn6SVMBJoTYybnAQNIYIXDe1vBWYA?e=Bfk0Cd
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He rules the world with truth and grace, 
And makes the nations prove 
The glories of His righteousness, 
The wonders of His love, 
The wonders of His love, 
The wonders, the wonders of His love.  

 

BLESSING 

May God the Father, judge all-merciful, 
make us worthy of a place in his kingdom. 
Amen. 

 

May God the Son, coming among us in power, 
reveal in our midst the promise of his glory. 

 

Amen. 

 

May God the Holy Spirit make us steadfast in faith, 
joyful in hope and constant in love. 
Amen. 

 

AND THE BLESSING … 

 

Let us go into the world rejoicing 
It is Christ who goes before us. Alleluia! Amen. 

 


