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St. John's Parish Church, Ben Rhydding 

HOLY COMMUNION 

20TH DECEMBER 2020 

(Fourth Sunday of Advent) 
 

 
On-Line Version *  Links are included for the sermon and songs below 

 
Feel free to use this in your own way. 

However, if you would like to make a point of going through this material 
on Sunday at 10 am, then that would add to our sense of community and joint worship. 

 

 
This morning we hope to do the whole service on Zoom@10 so please 

stay with us if you’d like to. Click the following link to join us from 9:45 

onwards: Sunday AM Zoom Meeting 
 
 

WELCOME 

Grace, mercy and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ 
be with you. 

     And also with you 

OPENING PRAYER 

Loving Lord, fill us with your life-giving, joy-giving, peace-giving 
presence, 
That we may praise you now with our lips and all the day long 
with our lives 
Through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 

SONG 1.      Sussex Carol  
 

On Christmas night all Christians sing  
To hear the news the angels bring  
On Christmas night all Christians sing  
To hear the news the angels bring  
News of great joy news of great mirth 
News of our merciful King’s birth 

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87600179645?pwd=bG13STkzYzBTZnpBQk9wbHRNd0xndz09
https://stjohnschurch809.sharepoint.com/:v:/g/publicinfo/ER2fQ3XEvwVLkzsOAwQMCtMBrgGfICZPYGwBjPww2owd6w?e=fzDAxP
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Then why should men on earth be sad 
Since our Redeemer made us glad  
Then why should men on earth be sad  
Since our Redeemer made us glad  
When from our sin He set us free  
All for to gain our liberty 

 
When sin departs before His grace  
Then life and health come in its place  
When sin departs before His grace  
Then life and health come in its place  
Angels and men with joy may sing  
All for to see the newborn King 

 
All out of darkness we have light  
Which made the angels sing this night  
All out of darkness we have light  
Which made the angels sing this night  
Glory to God in highest Heav’n  
Now and forever more amen 
 

CONFESSION  
  

Brothers and sisters, our God is a forgiving and merciful Father. 
Let us bring our lives before him so we can receive his love. 
  
We have not always worshipped God, our creator. Lord, have mercy. 
    Lord, have mercy. 

  
We have not always followed Christ, our Saviour. Christ, have mercy. 

    Christ, have mercy. 
  
We have not always trusted in the Spirit, our guide. Lord, have mercy. 

    Lord, have mercy.  
 

May almighty God, who sent his Son into the world to save sinners, 
bring you his pardon and peace, now and for ever. Amen. 

COLLECT 

Eternal God, 
as Mary waited for the birth of your Son, 
so we wait for his coming in glory; 
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bring us through the birth pangs of this present age 
to see, with her, our great salvation 
in Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen 
  

 FAITH SHARING   

    

SONG 2.    What Child is This 
 
What child is this, who, laid to rest,  
On Mary's lap is sleeping?  
Whom angels greet with anthems sweet,  
While shepherds watch are keeping? 

 
This, this is Christ the King, 
 Whom shepherds guard and angels sing:  
Haste, haste to bring him laud,  
The babe, the son of Mary.  

 
Why lies he in such mean estate  
Where ox and ass are feeding?  
Good Christian, fear: for sinners here  
The silent Word is pleading. 

 
Nails, spear shall pierce him through 
The cross be borne for me, for you  
Hail, hail the word made flesh  
The babe, the son of Mary!  

 
So bring him incense, gold, and myrrh,  
Come, peasant, king, to own him.  
The King of kings salvation brings,  
Let loving hearts enthrone him. 

 
Raise, raise the song on high  
The virgin sings her lullaby  
Joy! Joy for Christ is born  
The babe, the son of Mary! 

https://stjohnschurch809.sharepoint.com/:v:/g/publicinfo/ER8TyV724uNFrqtvrwEI8oMBat2jqbgorEler0uaQqH7lg?e=QlVpL5
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GOSPEL READING       Luke 1: 26-28 
Alleluia, alleluia. 

Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight, 
and all flesh shall see the salvation of God. 

 Alleluia. 

  
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke.     

Glory to you, O Lord. 

In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee 
called Nazareth, to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, 
of the house of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. And he came to her 
and said, ‘Greetings, favoured one! The Lord is with you.’ But she was 
much perplexed by his words and pondered what sort of greeting this 
might be. The angel said to her, ‘Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have 
found favour with God. And now, you will conceive in your womb and 
bear a son, and you will name him Jesus. He will be great, and will be 
called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give to him the 
throne of his ancestor David. He will reign over the house of Jacob for 
ever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.’ Mary said to the angel, 
‘How can this be, since I am a virgin?’ The angel said to her, ‘The Holy 
Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will 
overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be holy; he will be 
called Son of God. And now, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has 
also conceived a son; and this is the sixth month for her who was said to 
be barren. For nothing will be impossible with God.’ Then Mary said, 
‘Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to your 
word.’ Then the angel departed from her. 

This is the Gospel of the Lord 
  Thanks be to God. 

 

TALK  
 

https://stjohnschurch809.sharepoint.com/:v:/g/publicinfo/EbjZCkxmXAhEma0iJSGyd5cBjbczzdevS35q0b9iJc3rcA?e=AdNoRk
https://stjohnschurch809.sharepoint.com/:v:/g/publicinfo/EfeWMVhqYWdBlFRwaROUUSMBRHcPHDW3ifWjty851Cr9WA?e=aTeF36
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OUR FAITH 

By his grace God calls us to be his children, brothers and sisters 
with Christ. Let us affirm our place in his family by declaring our 
belief in him.   
We believe in God the Father, 
from whom every family in heaven and on earth is named. 
We believe in God the Son, 
who lives in our hearts through faith, and fills us with his love. 
We believe in God the Holy Spirit, 
who strengthens us with power from on high.  
We believe in one God; Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen. 

INTERCESSIONS  

SO, WITH FAITH IN OUR HEARTS LET US PRAY TO OUR GOD…   

 
THE PEACE  

By his grace, may the peace and love of God unite us. 
The peace of the Lord be always with you.  

 And also with you  

Let us greet one another with the sign of peace.  

 

SONG 3.   Hark! The Herald Angels Sing 
 
Hark! the herald angels sing,  
“Glory to the new born King,  
peace on earth, and mercy mild,  
God and sinners reconciled!”  
Joyful, all ye nations rise,  
join the triumph of the skies;  
with th’ angelic host proclaim,  
“Christ is born in Bethlehem!”  
Hark! the herald angels sing,  
“Glory to the new born King!”  
 
Christ, by highest heaven adored;  
Christ, the everlasting Lord;  
late in time behold him come,  

https://stjohnschurch809.sharepoint.com/:v:/g/publicinfo/EUh9kGwXhPhCqn3xgmxa7AEB2a05EJJmzVR6QE_exAK2Jg?e=IoyJ1S
https://stjohnschurch809.sharepoint.com/:v:/g/publicinfo/ETbKoBTBDLdDhrMOVUCJgpIBcN0ysquctxGjrw0qI1-KQw?e=YviBgq
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offspring of a virgin’s womb.  
Veiled in flesh the Godhead see;  
hail th’ incarnate Deity,  
pleased as man with man to dwell,  
Jesus, our Emmanuel.  
Hark! the herald angels sing,  
“Glory to the new born King!”  
 
Hail the heaven-born Prince of Peace!  
Hail the Sun of Righteousness!  
Light and life to all he brings,  
risen with healing in his wings.  
Mild he lays his glory by,  
born that man no more may die,  
born to raise the sons of earth,  
born to give us second birth.  
Hark! the herald angels sing,  
“Glory to the new born King!” 

 

THE COMMUNION 
 
 The Lord be with you,  

 and also with you.  

Lift up your hearts,  
 we lift them up to the Lord.  

Let us give thanks to God,  
 it is right to give both thanks and praise.  

 

It is indeed right and good to give you thanks and praise, 
almighty God and everlasting Father, 
through Jesus Christ your Son. 
He is the one foretold by all the prophets, 
whom the Virgin Mother bore with love beyond all telling. 
John the Baptist was his herald 
and made him known when at last he came. 
In his love Christ fills us with joy 
as we prepare to celebrate his birth, 
so that when he comes again he may find us watching in prayer, 
our hearts filled with wonder and praise. 

https://stjohnschurch809.sharepoint.com/:v:/g/publicinfo/EXEXv8qwn6tEoNRWcHmq9uoBIN8zdFf-D-_GTLpUBf0mGw?e=2T7Ud0
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And so, with angels and archangels, 
and with all the company of heaven, 
we proclaim your glory, 
and join in their unending hymn of praise: 

 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory, 
hosanna in the highest. 

 

We praise and bless you, loving Father, 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord; 
and as we obey his command, 
send your Holy Spirit, 
that broken bread and wine outpoured 
may be for us the body and blood of your dear Son. 
On the night before he died he had supper with his friends 
and, taking bread, he praised you. 
He broke the bread, gave it to them and said: 
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 
do this in remembrance of me. 
When supper was ended he took the cup of wine. 
Again he praised you, gave it to them and said: 
Drink this, all of you; 
this is my blood of the new covenant, 
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me. 

 

Hear us, O Christ, as we eat and drink these gifts,  
breathe your Spirit upon us,  
so that we may become more like Jesus, your body here on 
earth. Amen. 

  
Let us pray for the coming of God’s Kingdom in the words Jesus taught us 

Our Father in Heaven 
Hallowed be your name.  
Your Kingdom come, 
Your will be done on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins  
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as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation  
but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power and the glory  
are yours now and for ever.    Amen. 

  
This table of bread and wine is now made ready. 
It is the table of company with Jesus, and all who love him. 
It is the table where we remember Jesus’ life, death and resurrection. 
It is the table where we receive his grace.  
So come to this table, for it is Christ who invites us to meet him here.  

 
The bread and wine are shared 

 
 
DURING COMMUNION   
  
 

Song 4.  Silent Night - played by David 
 

Silent night, holy night! 
All is calm, all is bright. 
Round yon Virgin, Mother and Child. 
Holy infant so tender and mild, 
Sleep in heavenly peace, 
Sleep in heavenly peace 
 
Silent night, holy night! 
Shepherds quake at the sight. 
Glories stream from heaven afar 
Heavenly hosts sing Alleluia, 
Christ the Savior is born! 
Christ the Savior is born 
 
Silent night, holy night! 
Son of God love's pure light. 
Radiant beams from Thy holy face 
With dawn of redeeming grace, 

https://stjohnschurch809.sharepoint.com/:v:/g/publicinfo/EZAV4HDoJaFDoigB-kMHBpABRiaouNTmn1rP8lgN4CfqZg?e=dkdv7t
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Jesus Lord, at Thy birth 
Jesus Lord, at Thy birth 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Everlasting Father,  
you have shared yourself with us  
through our meeting together,  
through the worship we have offered, 
through the word we have heard  
and through the bread and wine we have shared. 
By your grace, may we go in the name of Jesus, 
and the power of the Spirit,  
to share all we have received  
with the world around us. Amen. 

 

Song 5.    God Rest Ye Merry Gentlemen  
 

God rest ye merry, gentlemen  
Let nothing you dismay  
Remember, Christ, our Saviour  
Was born upon this day  
To save us all from Satan's power  
When we were gone astray  

 
O tidings of comfort and joy,  
Comfort and joy  
O tidings of comfort and joy  

 
From God our Heavenly Father  
A blessed Angel came;  
And unto certain Shepherds  
Brought tidings of the same:  
How that in Bethlehem was born  
The Son of God by Name.  

 
O tidings of comfort and joy,  
Comfort and joy  
O tidings of comfort and joy  

https://stjohnschurch809.sharepoint.com/:v:/g/publicinfo/EbjvQws5lylDtjmeSCnX4-oBEiN-MhpcNjTNuOp-Xf67VA?e=CC42Yt
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The shepherds at those tiding  
Rejoiced much in mind 

And left their flocks a-feeding  
In tempest, storm and wind:  
And went to Bethlehem straight away  
His blessed name to find.  

 
O tidings of comfort and joy,  
Comfort and joy  
O tidings of comfort and joy  

 
But when to Bethlehem they came  
Whereat this infant lay  
They found him in a manger  
Where oxen feed on hay  
His Mother Mary kneeling  
Unto the Lord did pray.  

 
O tidings of comfort and joy,  
Comfort and joy  
O tidings of comfort and joy  

 
Now to the Lord sing praises  
All ye within this place  
And with true love and brotherhood  
Each other now embrace.  
This Holy tide of Christmas  
All others doth deface!  

 
O tidings of comfort and joy,  
Comfort and joy  
O tidings of comfort and joy 

 
 

BLESSING 
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May God guide you on your way, and the blessing of the Father be upon 
you.  

   The blessing of the Father of life.  
The blessing of Christ be upon you,  

    The blessing of the Christ of love.  
The blessing of the Spirit be upon you,  

    The blessing of the Spirit of grace. 

The blessing of the Trinity be upon you always.  

Amen.  

DISMISSAL 

Let us go into the world rejoicing.  

     It is Christ who goes before us. Alleluia. Amen.  
 

*  *  * 


