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St. John's Parish Church, Ben Rhydding 

HOLY COMMUNION 
3RD JANUARY  2021 

(St John the Evangelist) 
  

 On-Line Version 

*  Links are included for the sermon and songs below 
 

Feel free to use this in your own way. 
However, if you would like to make a point of going through this material  

on Sunday at 10 am, then that would add to our sense of community and joint worship.  
 

This morning we hope to do the whole service on Zoom@10 so please stay with us if 

you’d like to. Click the following link to join us from 9:45 onwards: 
Sunday AM Zoom Meeting  

 

 

 WELCOME:  INTRODUCTION  

THE GREETING:  

Blessed be God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
Blessed be God forever. Amen.  

 

Grace, mercy and peace 
from God our Father 
and the Lord Jesus Christ 
be with you 

and also with you.  

PRAYER OF PREPARATION  

Almighty God,  
to whom all hearts are open,  
all desires known,  
and from whom no secrets are hidden:  
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts  
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,  
that we may perfectly love you,  
and worthily magnify your holy name;  
through Christ our Lord.  
Amen.  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87600179645?pwd=bG13STkzYzBTZnpBQk9wbHRNd0xndz09
https://stjohnschurch809.sharepoint.com/:v:/g/publicinfo/EUyxNOL9E2xIj_XKTG6qM0QBVyO3Ec3H2GF2pEhLneZX8Q?e=TmqdrM


Version3. Saved 02/01/2021 06:16        CCL Licence No. 3285 

 

SONG 1.   As With Gladness  
As with gladness men of old 
Did the guiding star behold; 
As with joy they hailed its light, 
Leading onward, beaming bright, 
So, most gracious God, may we 
Evermore be led to Thee. 
 
As with joyful steps they sped, 
To that lowly manger-bed, 
There to bend the knee before 
Thee whom heaven and earth adore, 
So may we with willing feet 
Ever seek Thy mercy-seat. 

 
As they offered gifts most rare 
At the manger rude and bare, 
So may we with holy joy, 
Pure, and free from sin’s alloy, 
All our costliest treasures bring, 
Christ, to Thee, our heavenly King. 

 
In the heavenly country bright 
Need they no created light; 
Thou its light, its joy, its crown, 
Thou its sun, which goes not down. 
There forever may we sing 
Hallelujahs to our King.  

W. C. Dix. 

 

CONFESSION  

God shows his love for us that, while we were still sinners, Christ 
died for us. In rising to new life, he has broken the power of sin and 
death. He sends his Spirit to us so that we can call him Father.  
Let us then come to him, our Father, in sorrow for our sins, seeking 
healing and salvation.  

 

https://stjohnschurch809.sharepoint.com/:v:/g/publicinfo/EXfcchcRVWJIshW8x_XCeN8B4_Bn5dT8SfFmf0DukmnWuQ?e=qD7W6O
https://stjohnschurch809.sharepoint.com/:v:/g/publicinfo/EXfcchcRVWJIshW8x_XCeN8B4_Bn5dT8SfFmf0DukmnWuQ?e=qD7W6O
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SILENT REFLECTION  

    We have not always worshipped God, our creator. Lord, have mercy.  
Lord, have mercy.  

We have not always followed Christ, our Saviour. Christ, have mercy.  
Christ, have mercy.  

We have not always trusted in the Spirit, our guide.  
Lord, have mercy.  

Lord, have mercy.  

May almighty God, who sent his Son into the world to save sinners, bring us 
his pardon and peace, his guidance and strength, so we may follow him now 
and in the time to come.  

Amen.  

THE COLLECT  

God our Father, 
in love you sent your Son 
that the world may have life: 
lead us to seek him among the outcast 
and to find him in those in need, 
for Jesus Christ’s sake. 

   Amen.  

 

FIRST READING:   Psalm 147:12-20  

Praise the Lord, O Jerusalem! 
   Praise your God, O Zion! 
For he strengthens the bars of your gates; 
   he blesses your children within you. 
He grants peace within your borders; 
   he fills you with the finest of wheat. 
He sends out his command to the earth; 
   his word runs swiftly. 
He gives snow like wool; 
   he scatters frost like ashes. 
He hurls down hail like crumbs— 
   who can stand before his cold? 
He sends out his word, and melts them; 
   he makes his wind blow, and the waters flow. 
He declares his word to Jacob, 

https://stjohnschurch809.sharepoint.com/:v:/g/publicinfo/ESQAy-LOD39BqYRT2BlU3BABSXXnxsEOxoPO2E7HfrDarA?e=noKT4n
https://stjohnschurch809.sharepoint.com/:v:/g/publicinfo/ESQAy-LOD39BqYRT2BlU3BABSXXnxsEOxoPO2E7HfrDarA?e=noKT4n
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   his statutes and ordinances to Israel. 
He has not dealt thus with any other nation; 
   they do not know his ordinances. 
Praise the Lord! 

SONG 2.   From the Squalor of a Borrowed Stable  

 
From the squalor of a borrowed stable,  
By the Spirit and a virgin's faith;  
To the anguish and the shame of scandal  
Came the Saviour of the human race!  
But the skies were filled with the praise of heaven,  
Shepherds listen as the angels tell  
Of the Gift of God come down to man  
At the dawning of Immanuel. 
 
King of heaven now the Friend of sinners, 
Humble servant in the Father's hands, 
Filled with power and the Holy Spirit, 
Filled with mercy for the broken man. 
Yes, He walked my road and He felt my pain, 
Joys and sorrows that I know so well; 
Yet His righteous steps give me hope again -  
I will follow my Immanuel! 
 
Through the kisses of a friend's betrayal, 
He was lifted on a cruel cross; 
He was punished for a world's transgressions, 
He was suffering to save the lost. 
He fights for breath, He fights for me, 
Loosing sinners from the claims of hell; 
And with a shout our souls are free -  
Death defeated by Immanuel! 
 
Now He's standing in the place of honour, 
Crowned with glory on the highest throne, 
Interceding for His own belovèd 
Till His Father calls to bring them home! 
Then the skies will part as the trumpet sounds 
Hope of heaven or the fear of hell; 
But the Bride will run to her Lover's arms, 

https://stjohnschurch809.sharepoint.com/:v:/g/publicinfo/EcHEV0TvVztPnT1qG_8EnfMBsRHT2SW_gcG0J8XloPaxZQ?e=ikq7Ed
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Giving glory to Immanuel! 

Stuart Townend 

GOSPEL READING: John 1:10-18  

He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world 
did not know him. He came to what was his own, and his own people did not 
accept him. But to all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave 
power to become children of God, who were born, not of blood or of the will of 
the flesh or of the will of man, but of God. 

And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the 
glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth. (John testified to him 
and cried out, ‘This was he of whom I said, “He who comes after me ranks 
ahead of me because he was before me.” ’) From his fullness we have all 
received, grace upon grace. The law indeed was given through Moses; grace 
and truth came through Jesus Christ. No one has ever seen God. It is God the 
only Son, who is close to the Father’s heart, who has made him known. 

This is the Gospel of the Lord.  
Praise to you, O Christ.  

 

  TALK  

     

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH  

We believe in the God who is the pillar of fire and the pillar of cloud 
guiding us as we journey on. We trust in our Holy Parent who 
judges and shows mercy. We hope in our Creator who is faithful to 
all that is seen and unseen.  
We believe in the Jesus who rode in triumph into Jerusalem. We 
trust in the Messiah who was crucified, died, and was buried. We 
hope in the living Christ who walked out of the tomb.  
We believe in the Holy Spirit, giver of Life and faith. We trust in the 
Breath of Life who stirs, sustains, and sanctifies. We hope in our 
Advocate who brings to us, and through us, the gift of God’s peace. 

 

INTERCESSIONS   BY SYLVIA 

THE PEACE:  

We light a candle of peace for the world  

https://stjohnschurch809.sharepoint.com/:v:/g/publicinfo/EQRbnwFqXFtLoSt7BQ0DqPIBIleJre_wC5r4hLDCGdKqzw?e=UgXROW
https://stjohnschurch809.sharepoint.com/:v:/g/publicinfo/Ef8Fo5os3WdHg9xQ2P_LgtcBDjUWYL4-WjxdPkbLRLH_UA?e=ZVYInd
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God has made us one in Christ.  
He has set his seal upon us  
and, as a pledge of what is to come,  
has given the Spirit to dwell in our hearts.  
The peace of the Lord be always with you  
and also with you.  
Let us offer one another a sign of peace.  

 

SONG 3.   In the Bleak Midwinter 

 
In the bleak midwinter,  
Frosty wind made moan; 
Earth stood hard as iron, 
Water like a stone. 
Snow had fallen, snow on snow, 
Snow on snow; 
In the bleak midwinter, 
Long ago. 
 
Our God, heaven cannot hold Him, 
Nor earth sustain, 
Heaven and earth shall flee away 
When He comes to reign. 
In the bleak midwinter 
A stable-place sufficed 
The Lord God Almighty, 
Jesus Christ. 
 
Angels and archangels 
May have gathered there, 
Cherubim and seraphim 
Thronged the air. 
But His mother only, 
In her maiden bliss, 
Worshipped the Belovèd 
With a kiss. 
 
What can I give Him, 
Poor as I am? 
If I were a shepherd, 

https://stjohnschurch809.sharepoint.com/:v:/g/publicinfo/EUKkE0uSVSpBo3y7z2LlKlYB_IcC75aLhn5DWQYnZ68mmA?e=nKPxme
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I would bring a lamb. 
If I were a wise man, 
I would do my part; 
Yet what I can I give Him— 
Give my heart.  

Christina G. Rossetti. 

 

COMMUNION  

 
   The Lord is here 

His Spirit is with us. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give thanks and praise. 

It is right to praise you, Father, Lord of all creation; 
in your love you made us for yourself. 
When we turned away 
you did not reject us, 
but came to meet us in your Son. 
  
You embraced us as your children 
and welcomed us to sit and eat with you. 
 

In Christ you shared our life 
that we might live in him and he in us. 
 
He opened his arms of love upon the cross 
and made for all the perfect sacrifice for sin.  

On the night he was betrayed, 
at supper with his friends 
he took bread, and gave you thanks; 
he broke it and gave it to them, saying: 
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 
do this in remembrance of me. 
 

Father, we do this in remembrance of him: 
his body is the bread of life. 

At the end of supper, taking the cup of wine, 
he gave you thanks, and said: 

https://stjohnschurch809.sharepoint.com/:v:/g/publicinfo/ERSuY0EI8J5AjFSkAq8KrEYBghWpeFjTNxCeAV5R-2PhjQ?e=mtSLxG
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Drink this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, 
which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins; 
do this in remembrance of me. 
 

Father, we do this in remembrance of him: 
his blood is shed for all. 

As we proclaim his death and celebrate his rising in glory, 
send your Holy Spirit that this bread and this wine 
may be to us the body and blood of your dear Son. 
  

As we eat and drink these holy gifts 
make us one in Christ, our risen Lord. 

And now, Holy Father, at this Christmas time 
 we give you thanks and praise for the birth of your Son, 
our Saviour Jesus Christ, 
who for love of our fallen race humbled himself, 
and was born of the Virgin Mary 
by the power of your Spirit, 
and lived as one of us. 
In this mystery of the Word made flesh 
you have caused his light to shine in our hearts, 
to give knowledge of your glory in the face of Jesus Christ. 
In him we see our God made visible 
and so are caught up in the love of the God we cannot see. 
Therefore with all the angels of heaven 
we lift our voices to proclaim the glory of your name 
and sing our joyful hymn of praise: 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of power and might, 
Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

 

 

Gathering our prayers and praises into one, as our Saviour has taught us, so 
we pray  

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. Your Kingdom come, 
your will be done, on earth as in heaven Give us today our daily 
bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the 
kingdom, the power and the glory are yours. Now and for ever. 
Amen.  
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BREAKING OF THE BREAD  

Most merciful Lord,  
your love compels us to come in.  
Our hands were unclean,  
our hearts were unprepared;  
we were not fit  
even to eat the crumbs from under your table.  
But you, Lord, are the God of our salvation,  
and share your bread with sinners.  
So cleanse and feed us  

 
with the precious body and blood of your Son,  
that he may live in us and we in him;  
and that we, with the whole company of Christ,  
may sit and eat in your kingdom.  
Amen.  

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION  

We gather together, apart as we are, in the presence of Christ.  
We gather together, apart as we are, to receive his gifts of grace,  
We gather together, apart as we are, because it is Christ who 
invites us to meet him here.  

 

SONG 4.    Like a Candle Flame  

 

Like a candle flame, 
Flickering small in our darkness. 
Uncreated light 
Shines through infant eyes. 

 

God is with us, alleluia.  
God is with us, alleluia.  
Come to save us, alleluia.  
Come to save us,  
Alleluia!  

 

Stars and angels sing, 

https://stjohnschurch809.sharepoint.com/:v:/g/publicinfo/EcKdRhYkNG1NqQmW_Xy-DPEB55u6_3yO0PC8MblGwCrNow?e=9TFgQe
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Yet the earth sleeps in shadows; 
Can this tiny spark 
Set a world on fire? 
 
Yet His light shall shine 
From our lives, Spirit blazing, 
As we touch the flame 
Of His holy fire.  

  

Graham Kendrick   

POST COMMUNION PRAYER  

Father of all,  
we give you thanks and praise,  
that when we were still far off  
you met us in your Son and brought us home.  
Dying and living, he declared your love,  
gave us grace, and opened the gate of glory.  
May we who share Christ’s body live his risen life;  
we who drink his cup bring life to others;  
we whom the Spirit lights give light to the world.  
Keep us firm in the hope you have set before us,  
so we and all your children shall be free,  
and the whole earth live to praise your name;  
through Christ our Lord.  
Amen.  

 

SONG 5.  O Come, All Ye Faithful  
 

O come, all ye faithful,  
Joyful and triumphant,  
O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem;  
Come and behold Him,  
Born the King of angels; 

 

O come, let us adore Him,  
O come, let us adore Him,  
O come, let us adore Him,  
Christ the Lord! 

 

https://stjohnschurch809.sharepoint.com/:v:/g/publicinfo/EVQZFu1jZE5FjglEgj3SO1wBfqi0cHSUPy2GY7-0QFkY_A?e=KxjBea
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God of God,  
Light of light,  
Lo, He abhors not the virgin’s womb;  
Very God,  
Begotten, not created: 
 
Sing, choirs of angels,  
Sing in exultation,  
Sing, all ye citizens of heaven above;  
Glory to God  
In the highest: 
 
Yea, Lord, we greet Thee,  
Born this happy morning,  
Jesus, to Thee be glory given;  
Word of the Father  
Now in flesh appearing:  

F. Oakley and W.T. Brooke (tr. with others) 

 

The Blessing 
May the joy of the angels, 
the eagerness of the shepherds, 
the perseverance of the wise men, 
the obedience of Joseph and Mary, 
and the peace of the Christ-child 
be yours this Christmas; 
and the blessing … 

Amen.  

 

THE DISMISSAL  

 

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.  
In the name of Christ. Amen.  

 

Let us go into the word rejoicing.  
It is Christ who goes before us. Alleluia! Amen!  
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