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St. John's Parish Church, Ben Rhydding 

COMMUNION SERVICE 
CELTIC STYLE 
29TH MAY 2022 

(Sunday after Ascension) 
  

If you are using this material on your own or with family at 
home, if you would like to make a point of doing that on 
Sunday at 10 am, then that would add to our sense of 

community and joint worship.  
 

If you are joining us on Zoom, please click on the following link 
to join us from 9:45 onwards: 

 

Sunday AM Zoom Meeting  
 

 

OPENING RESPONSES 

Great God, your love is higher than the 
heavens, 
    Your faithfulness reaches to 
the skies. 
Be exalted, O God, your Name be praised, 
    And let your glory be over all 
the earth. 
The Lord is here, 

He welcomes us now. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87600179645?pwd=bG13STkzYzBTZnpBQk9wbHRNd0xndz09
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SONG 1 

Jesus shall reign where'er the sun  
Does its successive journeys run 
His kingdom stretch from shore to shore 
Till sun shall rise and set no more 

 
Blessings abound where'er He reigns 
The prisoner leaps to lose his chains 
The weary find eternal rest 
And all the sons of want are blessed 

 
To our King be highest praise 
Rising through eternal days 
Just and faithful He shall reign 
Jesus shall reign 

 
People and realms of every tongue 
Dwell on His love with sweetest song 
And infant voices shall proclaim 
Their early blessings on His name 
 
To our King be highest praise 
Rising through eternal days 
Just and faithful He shall reign 
Jesus shall reign 
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Let every creature rise and bring 
Blessing and honour to our King 
Angels descend with songs again 
And earth repeat the loud amen 
 
To our King be highest praise 
Rising through eternal days 
Just and faithful He shall reign 
Jesus shall reign 

   
CCLI Song # 7106241 
Ed Cash | Isaac Watts | John C. Hatton | Keith Getty | Kristyn Getty 
© 2018 Capitol CMG Paragon (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing)  
Getty Music Publishing (Admin. by Music Services, Inc.) 

 

 

 

 

GATHERING 

Into the warmth of your presence Lord we 
come,  

With the offerings of our praise, our worship, 
our prayers and our lives. 

 
Into the warmth of your presence Lord we 
come,  

Freed from the distractions of the world, free 
to meditate on your word. 
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Into the warmth of your presence Lord we 
come,  

To be blessed by the depth of your love and 
the warmth of this fellowship. 

 
Here, your Spirit is with us, 

listening, prompting, touching lives, 
healing.  

Renewing, making us whole. 
      Come – meet us now. 
  
  
 
 
 
 

CONFESSION:  
                                                    

In your eyes, Father all are loved, 
created in your image, 

a part of your purpose, of equal worth. 
 
 

Forgive us that we have divided this world 
Into the 'have' and 'have-nots'. Into 
the rich and the poor,  
the 'in crowd' and the outcasts.  `Us` 
and `them`. 
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Forgive our insensitivity, our selfishness, our 
greed and pride.  
 Help us to see others always 
through your eyes. 

 Lord, forgive us; help us to change. 

 
 

 Listen to the words of Jesus, words that we 
can trust: 

`Don`t be afraid, your sins are forgiven. 
I love you, come and follow me.` 
Thanks be to God. Amen. 

 

 

 

  FIRST READING:   
 
Revelation 22:12-14,16,17,20,21 

‘See, I am coming soon; my reward is with me, 
to repay according to everyone’s work. I am 
the Alpha and the Omega, the first and the 
last, the beginning and the end.’ 

Blessed are those who wash their robes, so that 

they will have the right to the tree of life and 

may enter the city by the gates. 

‘It is I, Jesus, who sent my angel to you with this 

testimony for the churches.  
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I am the root and the descendant of David, the 

bright morning star.’ 

The Spirit and the bride say, ‘Come.’ 

And let everyone who hears say, ‘Come.’ 

And let everyone who is thirsty come. 

Let anyone who wishes take the water of life as 

a gift. 

The one who testifies to these things says, 

‘Surely I am coming soon.’ 

Amen. Come, Lord Jesus! 

The grace of the Lord Jesus be with all the 

saints. Amen. 

 

SONG 2 

Gracious Father Son and Spirit,  
Ever joined in bonds of love, 
May your church share in the union 
Of our God the three-in-one. 
May the love of God our Father, 
Poured on us in Christ the Son 
In the union of His Spirit 
Fill our hearts and make us one. 
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We are one in Christ our Saviour – 
In His death we all have died. 
In His resurrection power 
We in Him are made alive. 
So we all, as ransomed sinners 
Stand united in His love, 
Drawing near to God together 
By His Spirit through His Son. 
 
Through His word, our gracious Saviour 
Draws us to Himself in love, 
Builds us up into a Temple 
Where by grace He dwells with us. 
On foundations of His promise, 
Built on Him our Cornerstone, 
May we stand as one forever, 
May His love in us be shown. 
 
Lord forgive our sad divisions. 
In your gospel make us one, 
Bound together in Your Spirit, 
Bought by Jesus precious blood. 
Living worthy of our calling, 
Let us cast all strife aside 
‘Til as one we see His glory 
As His perfect holy bride. 
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Keep us steadfast in Your promise, 
Standing firm with all the saints, 
‘Til at last we come to heaven 
And as one we see your face. © Ben Slee 2018. CCLI 

Song #7142644 
 
 
 
 

GOSPEL READING:  
 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ 
according to John. 

 
Glory to You, O Lord 

 
 

 

John 17:20-26. 

‘I ask not only on behalf of these, but also on 

behalf of those who will believe in me 

through their word, that they may all be one. 

As you, Father, are in me and I am in you, 

may they also be in us, so that the world may 

believe that you have sent me. The glory that 

you have given me I have given them, so that 

they may be one, as we are one, I in them 

and you in me, that they may become 

completely one, so that the world may know 
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that you have sent me and have loved them 

even as you have loved me.  

Father, I desire that those also, whom you 

have given me, may be with me where I am, 

to see my glory, which you have given me 

because you loved me before the foundation 

of the world. 

‘Righteous Father, the world does not know 

you, but I know you; and these know that you 

have sent me. I made your name known to 

them, and I will make it known, so that the love 

with which you have loved me may be in them, 

and I in them.’ 

 

This is the Gospel of the Lord 

Praise to you, O Christ 

 

 

TALK  
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INTERCESSIONS  

 
  

Encircling Prayer 

 

Circle us, Lord. 
Circle us with the light of your presence, 
bright within this dark world. 
Enable us to be overcomers of fear and 
temptation; 
Enable us to be victors over sin and despair. 
Bring hope to our despair, and comfort our 
sadness. 
Lord of creation, Lord of Salvation 
Circle us with the light of your presence. 
 
Circle us, Lord. 
Circle our family here, and our loved ones 
within the shelter of your outstretched arms. 
Protect them in each moment of their daily lives, 
Protect them in the decisions that they face, 
Protect their homes and relationships. 
Lord of creation, Lord of Salvation 
Circle them all with the light of your 
presence. 
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Circle us, Lord. 
Circle our nation, our world, with the joy of 
your Salvation. 
Where there is sickness and disease bring 
healing; 
Where there is hunger and despair bring 
hope; 
Where there is torture and oppression bring 
release. 
Lord of creation, Lord of Salvation 
Circle our world with the light of your 
presence. 
Amen. 
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SONG 3  
O the deep, deep love of Jesus  
Vast unmeasured boundless free 
Rolling as a mighty ocean 
In its fullness over me 
Underneath me all around me 
Is the current of Thy love 
Leading onward leading homeward 
To my glorious rest above 
 
O the deep, deep love of Jesus 
Spread His praise from shore to shore 
How He loveth ever loveth 
Changeth never nevermore 
How He watches o'er His loved ones 
Died to call them all His own 
How for them He intercedeth 
Watches over them from the throne 
 
O the deep, deep love of Jesus 
Love of every love the best 
'Tis an ocean vast of blessing 
'Tis a haven sweet of rest 
O the deep, deep love of Jesus 
'Tis a heaven of heavens to me 
And it lifts me up to glory 
For it lifts me up to Thee 
CCLI Song # 137178   Samuel Trevor Francis | Thomas John Williams 
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COMMUNION IS SHARED 
 
The Lord is here 
His Spirit is with us 
 
Lift up your hearts  
We lift them to the Lord  
 
Let us give thanks to God  
It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
 
As children of our Creator God  
We join with all creation,  
And bless you, Lord, for the earth and all its 
wonders  
For life in all its abundance, and for the gift 
of new and eternal life  
that shapes this reality into that of heaven.  
Although today we are apart,  
through the death and resurrection of Jesus,  
we are made one with you and with each 
other.  
 
We thank you that through the gifts of 
bread and wine you remind us of your 
self-giving love in Christ Jesus  
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So, may this bread be a sign to us of your 
broken body, 
 May we, in our brokenness receive your 
life and bring nourishment to others.  
 
May this wine be to us a sign of your 
precious blood  
Shed so freely for each one of us.  
May your abundant Life flow in us,  
And through us to a hurting world.  
 
We ask this because on the night before he 
died Jesus took bread, gave thanks and 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples saying 
 “Take eat; this is my body.” 
 Then he took the cup, gave thanks and 
offered it to them, and they all drank from it. 
 “This is my blood of the covenant which is 
poured out for many,” he said to them. 
 “I tell you the truth, I will not drink again of 
the fruit of the vine until that day when I drink 
it anew in the Kingdom of God.”  
 

In this Bread and Wine  
We see the hope of that Kingdom –  
The renewing of all Creation;  
And we wait, in anticipation, for all things to 
be made new.  
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In this Bread, and in this Wine  
you call us Into a new, redeemed 
relationship  
With yourself and all of your creation.  
 
THE PEACE 
 Christ is our peace, and speaks peace to 
the earth, 
 to all peoples and all creatures within it.  
The peace of our Creator Lord be always 
with you 
…. And also with you. 
 A candle for peace is lit  
 
 
Invitation to Communion  
 
We gather together, apart as we are, in the 
presence of Christ.  
We gather together, apart as we are, to 
receive his gifts of grace,  
We gather together, apart as we are, 
because it is Christ who invites us to meet 
him here. 

 

 

During communion music will be played 
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Prayer after Communion  
  

Lord God, You have blessed us, and fed 
us 
With your Body and Blood. 
By your Holy Spirit, 
In this precious feast 
Where Heaven and earth meet  
You have come close to us, 
And we have come close to you. 
And so we give you thanks, and praise, 
For with you, we are One. Amen. 

 
SONG 4 

All my days  
I will sing this song of gladness 
Give my praise 
To the Fountain of delights 
For in my helplessness You heard my cry 
And waves of mercy poured down on my life 
 
I will trust 
In the cross of my Redeemer 
I will sing of the blood that never fails 
Of sins forgiven 
Of conscience cleansed 
Of death defeated and life without end 
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Beautiful Saviour Wonderful Counsellor 
Clothed in majesty Lord of history 
You're the Way the Truth the Life 
Star of the Morning glorious in holiness 
You're the Risen One heaven's Champion 
And You reign You reign over all 
 
 
I long to be 
Where the praise is never ending 
Yearn to dwell 
Where the glory never fades 
Where countless worshippers 
Will share one song 
And cries of worthy will honour the Lamb 
 
 
 

Beautiful Saviour Wonderful Counsellor 
Clothed in majesty Lord of history 
You're the Way the Truth the Life 
Star of the Morning glorious in holiness 
You're the Risen One heaven's Champion 
And You reign You reign over all 
 

CCLI Song # 2492216 Stuart Townend© 1998 
 Thankyou Music (Admin. by Integrity Music Ltd) 
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FINAL BLESSING 

Thank you God,    
For your presence here with us today  
and for your hand that leads us into 
tomorrow.  
May God the Father bless us;  
may Christ take care of us;  
the Holy Spirit enlighten us all the days 
of our life.  
The Lord be our defender and keeper of 
body and soul,   
both now and for ever, to the ages of 
ages.  

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Some of this material is Copyright © John Birch, 2016 - reproduced with permission; some is 

also adapted from The Iona Community, Iona Abbey Worship Book, (Glasgow, UK: Wild Goose 
Publications, 2001), 53.      


