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St. John's Parish Church, Ben Rhydding 

HOLY COMMUNION 

21ST FEBRUARY 2021 

(First Sunday After Lent) 
 

 
On-Line Version *  Links are included for the sermon and songs below 

 
Feel free to use this in your own way. 

However, if you would like to make a point of going through this material 
on Sunday at 10 am, then that would add to our sense of community and joint worship. 

 

 
This morning we hope to do the whole service on Zoom@10 so please 

stay with us if you’d like to. Click the following link to join us from 9:45 

onwards: Sunday AM Zoom Meeting 
 
 

WELCOME  INTRODUCTION  

 
Grace, mercy and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ 

be with you. 
     And also with you 

OPENING PRAYER 

Loving Lord, fill us with your life-giving, joy-giving, peace-giving 
presence, 
That we may praise you now with our lips and all the day long 
with our lives 
Through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 

Song 1:   Jesus Shall Reign Where'er the Sun  
 
Jesus shall reign where’er the sun  
Does its successive journeys run 
His kingdom stretch from shore to shore 
Till sun shall rise and set no more 

 

Blessings abound where’er He reigns 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87600179645?pwd=bG13STkzYzBTZnpBQk9wbHRNd0xndz09
https://stjohnschurch809.sharepoint.com/:v:/g/publicinfo/EcTciP4TDdNEiuRgLrdM8R0BvQP7oiOnMTiDDXAq3_o03g?e=tEvbxq
https://stjohnschurch809.sharepoint.com/:v:/g/publicinfo/Eb7zIo9MeRhMv2XvMT97PbIBq5CG3vi4k5pk6Wq4-0ENcw?e=PkEELf


 

Version2. Saved 20/02/2021 10:44        CCL Licence No. 3285 

The prisoner leaps to lose his chains 
The weary find eternal rest 
And all the sons of want are blessed 

 

To our King be highest praise 
Rising through eternal days 
Just and faithful He shall reign: 
Jesus shall reign! 

 

People and realms of every tongue 
Dwell on His love with sweetest song 
And infant voices shall proclaim 
Their early blessings on His name 

Chorus 

Let every creature rise and bring 
Blessing and honour to our King 
Angels descend with songs again 
And earth repeat the loud amen! 

Chorus 

 

 

CONFESSION  
  
Brothers and sisters, our God is a forgiving and merciful Father. 
Let us bring our lives before him so we can receive his love. 
  
We have not always worshipped God, our creator. Lord, have mercy. 

    Lord, have mercy. 
  
We have not always followed Christ, our Saviour. Christ, have mercy. 
    Christ, have mercy. 

  
We have not always trusted in the Spirit, our guide. Lord, have mercy. 
    Lord, have mercy.  

May almighty God, who sent his Son into the world to save sinners, 
bring you his pardon and peace, now and for ever.     

Amen. 

COLLECT 

Holy God, 
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our lives are laid open before you: 
rescue us from the chaos of sin 
and through the death of your Son 
bring us healing and make us whole 
in Jesus Christ our Lord.  

    Amen 

  

 FAITH SHARING   

 

Azaria's Video (short version)  

 

    
FIRST READING:    1 Peter 3.18-22 

For Christ also suffered for sins once for all, the righteous for the 
unrighteous, in order to bring you to God. He was put to death in the 
flesh, but made alive in the spirit, in which also he went and made a 
proclamation to the spirits in prison, who in former times did not obey, 
when God waited patiently in the days of Noah, during the building of the 
ark, in which a few, that is, eight people, were saved through water. And 
baptism, which this prefigured, now saves you—not as a removal of dirt 
from the body, but as an appeal to God for a good conscience, through 
the resurrection of Jesus Christ, who has gone into heaven and is at the 
right hand of God, with angels, authorities, and powers made subject to 
him. 

Song 2: Before the Throne of God Above 
 
Before the throne of God above,  
I have a strong, a perfect plea, 
A great High Priest whose name is Love, 
Who ever lives and pleads for me. 
My name is graven on His hands, 
My name is written on His heart; 
I know that while in heaven He stands  
No tongue can bid me thence depart, 
No tongue can bid me thence depart. 
 

https://stjohnschurch809.sharepoint.com/:v:/g/publicinfo/EWagk6fvY4JOs_zwh8Jlmi0B4HtPXKATzMvIS5Wk3LBkRw?e=afOhS0
https://stjohnschurch809.sharepoint.com/:v:/g/publicinfo/ETecR075k4xPipcDyrRXlUwB9Tr3vwQ-u229zqJ0KnCc8g?e=4png2j
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When Satan tempts me to despair, 
And tells me of the guilt within, 
Upward I look and see Him there  
Who made an end to all my sin. 
Because the sinless Saviour died, 
My sinful soul is counted free; 
For God the Just is satisfied 
To look on Him and pardon me, 
To look on Him and pardon me. 
 
Behold Him there! The risen Lamb, 
My perfect, spotless righteousness; 
The great unchangeable I AM, 
The King of glory and of grace! 
One with Himself I cannot die, 
My soul is purchased with His blood; 
My life is hid with Christ on high, 
With Christ, my Saviour and my God, 
With Christ my Saviour and my God. 

One with Himself… 

Charitie L. Bancroft 

 

GOSPEL READING:    Mark 1.9-15   
 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark.     
      Glory to you, O Lord. 

In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by 
John in the Jordan. And just as he was coming up out of the water, he 
saw the heavens torn apart and the Spirit descending like a dove on 
him. And a voice came from heaven, ‘You are my Son, the Beloved; with 
you I am well pleased.’ 

 

And the Spirit immediately drove him out into the wilderness. He was in the 
wilderness for forty days, tempted by Satan; and he was with the wild 
beasts; and the angels waited on him. 

https://stjohnschurch809.sharepoint.com/:v:/g/publicinfo/Edc8NqFN4_tAvpNflJDThcIBB7X_5qruyg3XN8n2lauvJg?e=y3YNhu
https://stjohnschurch809.sharepoint.com/:v:/g/publicinfo/Edc8NqFN4_tAvpNflJDThcIBB7X_5qruyg3XN8n2lauvJg?e=y3YNhu
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Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming the good 
news of God, and saying, ‘The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God 
has come near; repent, and believe in the good news.’ 

This is the Gospel of the Lord 
          Thanks be to God. 
 

 TALK  

 

OUR FAITH 

By his grace God calls us to be his children, brothers and sisters 
with Christ. Let us affirm our place in his family by declaring our 
belief in him.   
We believe in God the Father, 
from whom every family in heaven and on earth is named. 
We believe in God the Son, 
who lives in our hearts through faith, and fills us with his love. 
We believe in God the Holy Spirit, 
who strengthens us with power from on high.  
We believe in one God; Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen. 

PRAYERS 

Heavenly Father – as you we come to you in this first Sunday in the season of Lent, 
let us spend a moment thinking who you are: 

The creator of the world, who chose to come into the world, in human form, to live 
with us and die for us – because he loves us.  And because of the way you chose 
to do that you genuinely knows our struggles.  Lord God we thank you for the fact 
that you have chosen to love us. 

Lord at this time, may the fact that you do indeed love us lift ourselves from despair 
and towards how we can love others.  In that regard, we pray: 

• For our Government – as they wrestle with decisions over health, economy, 
lives, liberty – Lord at this time, give Governments your special wisdom  - that 
Governments may make decisions for the common good 

• For our Church – nationally, and internationally, may it find its voice, especially 
during this time of Lent, as we move towards Easter – may we as members of 
the Church be pointed (and in turn point others) to the hope that you provide 

• And specifically for our church locally, again of which we are all part, may 
we  have courage, love and wisdom – to serve each other and our community – 
particularly at this time PCC as have decisions to make in relation to how best 

https://stjohnschurch809.sharepoint.com/:v:/g/publicinfo/EZpRP6vaxl1Hgc7oUZZ6I_kBFVP9kwaHTQPpprixC6hEBg?e=2vwM8z
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to run things going forward – give the PCC and the leadership team wisdom in 
this regard 

• For ourselves and our loved ones – keep us safe and keep us hopeful 

So, with faith in our hearts let us pray to our God…   
 
THE PEACE  

By his grace, may the peace and love of God unite us. 
The peace of the Lord be always with you.  

 And also with you  

Let us greet one another with the sign of peace.  

 

 Song 3:  The Lord's My Shepherd - Stidworthys 
 
The Lord’s my shepherd, I’ll not want. 
He makes me lie in pastures green. 
He leads me by the still, still waters, 
His goodness restores my soul. 

 

And I will trust in You alone. 
And I will trust in You alone, 
For Your endless mercy follows me, 
Your goodness will lead me home. 

 

He guides my ways in righteousness, 
And He anoints my head with oil, 
And my cup, it overflows with joy, 
I feast on His pure delights. 

And I will trust in You alone. 
And I will trust in You alone, 
For Your endless mercy follows me, 
Your goodness will lead me home. 

 
And though I walk the darkest path, 
I will not fear the evil one, 
For You are with me, and Your rod and staff 
Are the comfort I need to know.  

I will trust, I will trust in You. 
I will trust, I will trust in You. 

https://stjohnschurch809.sharepoint.com/:v:/g/publicinfo/EZCUIlz1CodHk9Kj4H15QKMBPdLFFXZOqATh3JtYCpO8Cg?e=o12Tfd
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Endless mercy follows me, 
Goodness will lead me home. 

Stuart Townend 

 

 COMMUNION  

  
 OUR OFFERING    
 

Holy God, through your goodness we have this bread and this wine to 
offer, which earth has given and human hands have made.  

 May they become for us our spiritual food and drink.  

THE COMMUNION      

 The Lord be with you,  
 and also with you.  

Lift up your hearts,  
 we lift them up to the Lord.  

Let us give thanks to God,  
 it is right to give both thanks and praise.  

  
It is right to praise you, Almighty God,   
for as we remember your love,  
as seen in the life, death and resurrection of Jesus,  
you come close to us and we come close to you.  
Therefore, with the whole realm of nature,  
the angels of heaven, and all who are in your glory  
we join in the song of your unending greatness.  

  
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,  
heaven and earth are full of your glory,  
hosanna in the highest.  

  
Blessed is the risen Lord Jesus,  
who walks with us the road of suffering and peace, sadness and joy,  
and who is known to us in the breaking of bread.  
For, on the night of his arrest, Jesus took bread and having blessed it  
he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying,  
This is my body, given to you.  
In the same way he took wine and having given thanks for it  

https://stjohnschurch809.sharepoint.com/:v:/g/publicinfo/EWVZbmvp9spEgs60kdtOLdYBPChjIAb11x8UyXVhas89Sg?e=g7fp5a
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he poured it out and gave the cup to his disciples, saying,  
This cup is the new relationship with God, sealed with my blood.  
Take this and share it.  
I shall drink wine with you next in the coming Kingdom of God. 
  
Hear us, O Christ, and breathe your spirit upon this bread and wine.  
May they become for us your body, vibrant with your life,  
healing, renewing and making us whole.  

In the same way, as we eat and drink these gifts,  
breathe your Spirit upon us,  
so that we may become more like Jesus, your body here on 
earth. Amen. 

  
Let us pray for the coming of God’s Kingdom in the words Jesus taught us 

Our Father in Heaven 
Hallowed be your name.  
Your Kingdom come, 
Your will be done on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins  
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation  
but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power and the glory  
are yours now and for ever.    Amen. 

  
This table of bread and wine is now made ready. 
It is the table of company with Jesus, and all who love him. 
It is the table where we remember Jesus’ life, death and resurrection. 
It is the table where we receive his grace.  
So come to this table, for it is Christ who invites us to meet him here.  
  
The bread and wine are shared 

 
 
DURING COMMUNION   
 

SONG 4:    O Let the Son of God Enfold You  

 

O let the Son of God enfold you  
With His Spirit and His love,  

https://stjohnschurch809.sharepoint.com/:v:/g/publicinfo/Ec-ZQqboyBZNpeZLYdMyrt0B7N2b3q30uIiyb0IM6TNR-A?e=WyUALg
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Let Him fill your heart and satisfy your soul.  
O let Him have the things that hold you,  
And His Spirit like a dove  
Will descend upon your life and make you whole. 

 

Jesus, O Jesus,  
Come and fill Your lambs.  
Jesus, O Jesus,  
Come and fill Your lambs. 

 

O come and sing this song with gladness  
As your hearts are filled with joy,  
Lift your hands in sweet surrender to His name. 
O give Him all your tears and sadness,  
Give Him all your years of pain,  
And you’ll enter into life in Jesus’ name.  

John Wimber 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Everlasting Father,  
you have shared yourself with us  
through our meeting together,  
through the worship we have offered, 
through the word we have heard  
and through the bread and wine we have shared. 
By your grace, may we go in the name of Jesus, 
and the power of the Spirit,  
to share all we have received  
with the world around us. Amen. 

 

Song 5:  Yet Not I But Christ in Me  
 
What gift of grace is Jesus, my redeemer  
There is no more for heaven now to give 
He is my joy, my righteousness, and freedom 
My steadfast love, my deep and boundless peace 

To this I hold, my hope is only Jesus 
For my life is wholly bound to His 

https://stjohnschurch809.sharepoint.com/:v:/g/publicinfo/ESeIqShkOXVLiYQkqih3FxgBueecdIFsHXPN16HYGfvXbA?e=rgznDq
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Oh, how strange and divine, I can sing: All is mine! 
Yet not I, but through Christ in me 

The night is dark but I am not forsaken 
For by my side, the Saviour He will stay 
I labour on in weakness and rejoicing 
For in my need, His power is displayed 

To this I hold, my Shepherd will defend me 
Through the deepest valley, He will lead 
Oh, the night has been won, and I shall overcome 
Yet not I, but through Christ in me 

No fate I dread, I know I am forgiven 
The future sure, the price it has been paid 
For Jesus bled and suffered for my pardon 
And He was raised to overthrow the grave 

To this I hold, my sin has been defeated 
Jesus now and ever is my plea 
Oh, the chains are released, I can sing: I am free! 
Yet not I, but through Christ in me 

With every breath, I long to follow Jesus 
For He has said that He will bring me home 
And day by day I know He will renew me 
Until I stand with joy before the throne 

To this I hold, my hope is only Jesus 
All the glory evermore to Him 
When the race is complete, still my lips shall repeat: 
Yet not I, but through Christ in me! 

To this I hold, my hope is only Jesus 
All the glory evermore to Him 
When the race is complete, still my lips shall repeat: 
Yet not I, but through Christ in me! 
 
When the race is complete, still my lips shall repeat: 
Yet not I, but through Christ in me! 
Yet not I, but through Christ in me! 
Yet not I, but through Christ in me! 
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BLESSING 
  

May God guide you on your way, and the blessing of the Father be upon 
you.  

   The blessing of the Father of life.  

The blessing of Christ be upon you,  
    The blessing of the Christ of love.  

The blessing of the Spirit be upon you,  
    The blessing of the Spirit of grace. 

The blessing of the Trinity be upon you always.  

Amen.  

 

DISMISSAL 

Let us go into the world rejoicing.  

     It is Christ who goes before us. Alleluia. Amen.  

 
*  *  * 


