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A Service of Prayer  
for Creation Care, Climate Justice and COP26 

31ST OCTOBER 2021 

(All Saints Sunday) 
  

 On-Line Version 
*  Links are included for the sermon and songs below 

 
Feel free to use this in your own way. 

However, if you would like to make a point of going through this material  
on Sunday at 10 am, then that would add to our sense of community and joint 

worship.  
 

This morning we hope to do the whole service on Zoom@10 so please 
stay with us if you’d like to. Click the following link to join us from 9:45 

onwards: 
Sunday AM Zoom Meeting 

 
Grace, peace and mercy of our Jesus Christ be with you 
And also with you. 
 
Introduction  
        With the all important international  COP 26 conference on Climate 
Change due to start this very day, our service today is intended to give us 
time for sober reflection on the issues and outcomes at stake – a chance 
to identify with the whole of God`s Creation which is suffering greatly from 
the degradation and exploitation of its beauty and resources. And a 
chance to pray into this. 

 
Opening Responses 
O God, who called all life into being 
The earth, sea and sky are yours. 
 
Your Spirit enlivens all inhabitants of earth 
With her we yearn for justice to be done 
 
For Creation to be freed from her bondage 
For the hungry to be fed 
 
For captives to be released 
For your Kingdom of peace to enfold the earth.  Amen. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87600179645?pwd=bG13STkzYzBTZnpBQk9wbHRNd0xndz09


 
This we know, the earth does not belong to us, 
We belong to the earth. 
 
This we know, all things are connected, 
Like the blood that unites one family. 
 
This we know, we did not weave the web of life, 
We are merely a strand in it. 
 
This we know, whatever we do to the web, 
We do to ourselves.  
 
Let us give thanks for the gift of creation, 
Let us give thanks. Amen. 

 
First Song   

 
My Jesus, my Saviour, 
Lord, there is none like you. 
All of my days I want to praise 
The wonders of your mighty love. 
My comfort, my shelter, 
Tower of refuge and strength, 
Let every breath, all that I am, 
Never cease to worship you. 
  
Shout to the Lord all the earth, let us sing 
Power and majesty, praise to the King. 
Mountains bow down 
And the seas will roar 
At the sound of your name. 
I sing for joy at the work of your hands. 
Forever I’ll love you, forever I’ll stand. 
Nothing compares to the 
Promise I have in you.  
Darlene Zschech  © 1993 Hillsong Publishing 

 
 

 



Reading – Genesis 1: 20-31   (The Message Version) 

God spoke: “Swarm, Ocean, with fish and all sea life! 

    Birds, fly through the sky over Earth!” 

God created the huge whales, 

    all the swarm of life in the waters, 

And every kind and species of flying birds. 

    God saw that it was good. 

God blessed them: “Prosper! Reproduce! Fill Ocean! 

    Birds, reproduce on Earth!” 

It was evening, it was morning— 

Day Five. 

 God spoke: “Earth, generate life! Every sort and kind: 

    cattle and reptiles and wild animals—all kinds.” 

And there it was: 

    wild animals of every kind, 

Cattle of all kinds, every sort of reptile and bug. 

    God saw that it was good. 

God spoke: “Let us make human beings in our image, make them 

    reflecting our nature 

So they can be responsible for the fish in the sea, 

    the birds in the air, the cattle, 

And, yes, Earth itself, 

    and every animal that moves on the face of Earth.” 

God created human beings; 

    he created them godlike, 

Reflecting God’s nature. 

    He created them male and female. 

God blessed them: 

    “Prosper! Reproduce! Fill Earth! Take charge! 

Be responsible for fish in the sea and birds in the air, 

    for every living thing that moves on the face of Earth.” 

Then God said, “I’ve given you 

    every sort of seed-bearing plant on Earth 

And every kind of fruit-bearing tree, 

    given them to you for food. 



To all animals and all birds, 

    everything that moves and breathes, 

I give whatever grows out of the ground for food.” 

    And there it was. 

God looked over everything he had made; 

    it was so good, so very good! 

It was evening, it was morning— 

Day Six 

 

A Time of Lament 

The Created World – Its Land and Seas; its Creatures 
 
Our world of creation is a world full of wonder, 
Of possibility and potential. 
Of  extraordinary animals and spreading plains, 
Of forest depths, and magic seas. 

But Humanity has betrayed its calling 
To tend and keep. 
All creation groans. 
For this we weep, and for this we mourn.... 
 
On our watch, We reap what we have sown, 
On our watch, Sea levels rise. 
For this we weep, For this we mourn, 
On our watch, Forests destroyed, 
On our watch, Locusts Swarm. 
For this we weep, For this we mourn..... 
What have we done?... What have we done?.... 
 

As temperatures rise, As extinctions increase 
As habitats dwindle and oceans fill with plastic, 
We pause to remember and grieve the loss from this world 
of our animal neighbours who have now become extinct.... 
Bramble Cay Melomys... Yangtze River Dolphin ... 
Northern White and West African Black Rhino ... 
Spix Macaw.. . Golden Toad ... and so many others... 
For these we mourn, for these we grieve. 
What have we done?.... What have we done?... 
 



And so we reflect together..... 
Creator God, there is no pain in our hearts or in our planet 
That you do not know, 
For you have touched the lowest placers on earth.... 
 
Teach us to grieve with you, O Christ,  
the loss of all the beauty that is being killed.... 
 
There is no place in the heavens that cannot be 
Touched by your resurrection presence, 
For you fill all things.... 
 
Give us strength in your victory over death 
To grow into your way of love, 
Which does not despair but keeps sowing seeds of hope 
And sending out actions of wholeness, and healing.... 
 
In Christ all things hold together, 
Teach us to know our interconnectedness with all things. 
Teach us to grow with each other 

And all living creatures through love.    AMEN. 
 
We light a candle now for all the creatures of the earth – those that have 
been lost to us; those that will be lost to us; and those that are very much 
in danger of being lost....(silence) 
 

 

Song 2  

MAKE ME A CHANNEL OF YOUR PEACE. 

Where there is hatred let me bring your love; 

Where there is injury, your pardon, Lord; 

And where there’s doubt, true faith in you. 

  

Oh, Master, grant that I may never seek 

So much to be consoled as to console; 

To be understood as to understand; 

To be loved as to love with all my soul. 

  



 

Make me a channel of your peace. 

Where there’s despair in life let me bring hope; 

Where there is darkness, only light; 

And where there’s sadness, ever joy. 

 

Oh, Master, grant that I may never seek 

So much to be consoled as to console; 

To be understood as to understand; 

To be loved as to love with all my soul. 

 

Make me a channel of your peace; 

For when we give we will ourselves receive. 

It is in pardoning that we are pardoned 

And in dying that we gain eternal life 
Sebastian Temple. Copyright © 1967 Sebastian Temple/ OCP Publications/Adm. by Calamus. 

 
God`s whole creation  
 
Here is our mandate given to us by God in Proverbs 31:8-9  
`Speak out for those who cannot speak, 
    for the rights of all the destitute. 
 Speak out, judge righteously, 
    defend the rights of the poor and needy`. 
 
 
 
PRAYERS  A Prayer Reflection based on a prayer from Jon Swales 
of St. George`s Church, Leeds ( Dawn) 
 
     
We light a candle now for all earth`s people who suffer, and will suffer, 
from the worst effects of climate breakdown. In silence, we stand beside 
them..... 

 
     And also, we light a candle for COP 26 – that Christ`s light will engage 
world leaders to make bold, selfless, binding decisions that will move us 
all swiftly towards safeguarding and regenerating our wonderful world...... 

https://stjohnschurch809.sharepoint.com/:v:/g/publicinfo/EXE35QdmQC9Bl8qKyxW9Ei8BMJslv-BoPINCfbLDg0J01g


Song 3. 
 
Everyone needs compassion, 
Love that’s never failing; 
Let mercy fall on me. 
Everyone needs forgiveness, 
The kindness of a Saviour; 
The hope of nations. 
  

Saviour, 
He can move the mountains, 
My God is mighty to save, 
He is mighty to save. 
Forever, 
Author of salvation, 
He rose and conquered the grave, 
Jesus conquered the grave. 

  
So take me as you find me, 
All my fears and failures; 

Fill my life again. 
I give my life to follow 
Everything I believe in; 
Now I surrender. 
 

Saviour, 
He can move the mountains, 
My God is mighty to save, 
He is mighty to save. 
Forever, 
Author of salvation, 
He rose and conquered the grave, 
Jesus conquered the grave. 

 
  
Shine your light 
And let the whole world see 
We’re singing for the glory 
Of the risen King, Jesus. 
Shine your light 
And let the whole world see 
We’re singing for the glory 
Of the risen King. 



Saviour, 
He can move the mountains, 
My God is mighty to save, 
He is mighty to save. 
Forever, 
Author of salvation, 
He rose and conquered the grave, 

Jesus conquered the grave. 
 
Reuben Morgan & Ben Fielding © 2006 Hillsong Publishing/kingswaysongs.com 

 
 

 
Prayer to Close 
Creator God, giver of life,  
you sustain the earth and direct the nations.  
In this time of climate crisis grant us clarity to hear 
 the groaning of creation and the cries of the poor.  
Challenge us to change our lifestyles,  
and guide the world`s leaders at COP 26 to take courageous 
action;  
Caring God, enable your church to be a beacon of hope,  
and foster within us a renewed vision 
of your purposes for your world.  
We pray in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord,  
by whom, and for whom, all things were made. 
 Amen. 
 
Let us go out into the world 
To be witnesses of Hope, Amen. 

 

 

 


