
Dear friends 

This afternoon I start some training on the new nurture course I mentioned before, Being With, that 

has come from St. Martins-in-the-field. I haven’t seen the course yet so I can’t let you know yet 

what it is like, but I can explain why it is called Being With. 

Sam Well’s, Vicar of St. Martins-in-the-field, describes the concept behind Being with like this. 

Imagine you come across a homeless person and want to help them more than just giving a bit of 

money.  There are a few ways you can react positively. You might want to go and write a letter to 

your MP trying to persuade the government to provide more housing for such people; that would be 

Being For that person and their needs. You might want to set up a group to provide a centre and 

housing locally: that would be Working For that person and their needs. You might want to go and 

talk to the person and say that you would help them to find accommodation,  perhaps by helping 

them to fill out the forms; that would be Working With the person. Or you might want to sit by the 

person and listen to their story, befriend them and see where that takes you; that would be Being 

With. As Sam looked at the ministry of Jesus, he realised that whilst Jesus was obviously Being For 

us in coming to earth in the first place, Working With his disciples  as he taught and guided them, 

and Working For us all through the cross, much of what he did was Being With People. He stayed 

with them; listened, discussed, and challenged them; lived, ate and walked with the people around 

him, and through that Being With ministry, people‘s lives changed. This Being With ministry, should 

therefore be what we, his people, are involved in most, emulating Christ by Being With one another 

and those around us in His name. 

I find this a really helpful way of thinking and doing, as it puts the ministry of the church in a way 

that is easily understandable and achievable. So, for instance, we have a bit of a crisis in our 

children’s ministry at the moment – not enough leaders. I am sure we all want to see that ministry 

continue but you might be saying to yourself, “I can’t lead Lighthouse or Pathfinders”. Totally 

understandable. But could you simply Be With our children? Perhaps that is something we could all 

do in our own way. I am not teacher but I am parent and I have leaned that whilst doing for my kids 

is sometimes what is needed, there is nothing that beats just being with them. All sorts of things 

can come out of that. 

As we start to re-emerge as church, I think that we would be wise to have the concept of Being 

With as a guiding principle. There may be people we need to Be For, Work For and Work With but 

as we follow in the steps of Christ may he particularly bless us in the ministry of Being With people, 

that they may too be blessed by the God who Is With Us. 

Blessings and Peace to all you love and care for 

Peter 

 


