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Dear Friends, 

there is a new force at work in the universe. Well, I suppose it’s not new it’s only new to us, and it’s causing 

a great deal of excitement in the scientific world.  

As far as I understand it there are four forces of nature at work in the current model of the universe: 

electromagnetism, gravity and the two forces at work in very small particles, the so-called weak and strong 

nuclear forces.  Muons, which are like electrons but heavier, have been seen to behave differently than 

expected at high speeds, spinning faster than they should, and wobbling, implying that another as yet 

unidentified force or particle is at work putting energy into the system.  

The idea of a fifth force of nature has been around for quite some time. There is much in the way the 

observable universe works which our current model of understanding has failed to explain so far. Some of 

you may have heard of dark matter and dark energy which had been postulated but not proven as an 

explanation. Apparently, observing this very small, wobbling, spinning particle could be one of the first 

steps in finding out what causes some of the things we do not yet understand. 

As I have been trying to get my head around this, for no other reason than it is an intriguing mystery, I have 

also been reminded that such inquisitiveness is hardwired into our being. We are inquisitive people; we 

seek after knowledge and get a real buzz out of it. Sometimes that knowledge brings good with it and 

sometimes that knowledge brings bad. We are great at finding things out but not always wise in how we 

then apply that knowledge. 

One could argue that the application of knowledge is, in itself, a force at work in the world that can bring 

about good or evil. When good, or more particularly bad things happen those who are religious often refer 

to the forces of good and evil, portrayed perhaps as a battle; angels and demons. Whilst I do not dismiss 

the agency of such angelic powers, generally when we see good or bad things happen as a result of human 

activity, is it not simply that we are free agents in the world but not yet perfect? When we put our 

knowledge in to action it doesn’t always go well.  

Free will means that we can choose how we use the knowledge we have gained. Sometimes we use that 

knowledge selfishly or in a malign way. For instance, the way people have used our knowledge of 

difference to create hate and prejudice amongst people. Sometimes we try to use knowledge in a good 

way, even in a selfless way, but because we don’t have enough knowledge, bad things happen. A good 

example of that is how the use of carbon-based fuels over the last two centuries have brought about the 

unexpected result of harmful climate change. Sometimes, and my guess is that this happens more than we 

think it does, we use the knowledge that we have for good and good results ensue.  

That third instance is usually the result of another force being applied, the force of the power of love. 

When we let love be our guide and motivation in our application of knowledge then we won’t go too far 

wrong. Of course, that is at the heart of the gospel message, and at the heart of the Easter story. Jesus has 

knowledge of the human condition and has to decide how he will use that knowledge. Thankfully he 

decides to be swayed by the power of love, love for humanity and love for the world. If he can fix us, then 

good will be released into the world through us. He doesn’t overrule our free will but instead offers us a 

choice. In the light of how God is treating you through his actions in Jesus, offering you his love, salvation 

and eternal life, how are you going to respond? 

That is at the heart of the conversation Jesus has with Nicodemus, as recorded in John’s Gospel chapter 3. 

He challenges Nicodemus to choose to have a whole new way of looking at life and behaving  which he 

says is like being born a second time, this time into God’s kingdom way of being, out of the darkness into 

the light. That choice is motivated by the choice of God to not condemn the world but to save it through 



his love as seen in Jesus. Moe personally, he chooses not to condemn you through his knowledge of you, 

but rather to save you  - God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in 

him shall not perish but have eternal life. We are given the same choice as Nicodemus. 

At Easter we celebrate that there is a new force of nature at work...well not new, but new to us maybe. 

This force is the one that holds the universe in place and gives it meaning. It is the power of love that when 

applied to our knowledge of the world helps to bring God’s kingdom to fruition. I think that is something to 

get excited about, don’t you? 

Related to that, I am also excited, and a but nervous, about moving out of lockdown into what is being 

called our “new normal”. We have gained a great deal of knowledge during this last 12 months or so and as 

a result have perhaps gained a clearer insight into our hope for what we want our society to look like from 

here on in. Armed with the power of love, the church is well set to be a force for good in these challenging 

times. 

We have our part to play in that. Our annual meeting this Monday on Zoom at 7.30pm, is an opportunity to 

commit ourselves to that future hope. As we start to get back to doing things together, I trust that you will 

be thinking and praying about how you can be involved. To start and oversee that process, as I have 

already written elsewhere, we are changing the way PCC is structured and spreading the warden’s 

responsibilities more evenly with our new Wardens and Standing Committee. Bill Marwick is kindly 

stepping forward as a named warden, but we could do with another person to do the same and a couple of 

folk to act as assistants within that team. We also need a few more folk for PCC. Please do consider 

stepping forward or nudging others to do so. 

I finish with two prayers. The first has a twinkle in its eye and a tip of the hat to Schrodinger, the quantum 

physicist. This is a physicists prayer written by Bill Brunning who hopes for order and predictability when 

things around are a bit uncertain. 

Dear God, 

 

Please grant these few humble requests: 

When I drop something, let it fall toward the floor, not the ceiling. 

When I set a kettle over flame, let the water boil, not freeze. 

When I turn on a lamp, let the room grow brighter, not darker. 

When I wake in the morning, let it be tomorrow, not yesterday. 

But most importantly, dear Lord, 

When I open the box, let Fluffy be either alive OR dead, but not both. 

Amen. 

 

The second is from St. Paul and his letter to the Ephesians. 

 

I pray that you, being rooted and established in love,  may have power, together with all the Lord’s holy 

people, to grasp how wide and long and high and deep is the love of Christ,  and to know this love that 

surpasses knowledge—that you may be filled to the measure of all the fullness of God. 

 

Peace and blessings be to you and who you live and care for. 

 

Peter 

 


